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. Accomplith’t, 


The onely Philofopher in in 
the prefentage? . 7 + 
The Honoured, Noble, 
; Learned, 
Eura, AsHMOLE, Er. 


SIR, 
0920652430 fem and precious is 
$92 S Phat number of the fons 
(eg lof wifdom, which the 
Creator ( fo many Femels ) 
hath laid up in bis Treaſury 
from the beginning , for the a- 
dornation of the World., as that g+. 
more then one cannot be afforded 
to and as a Golden Candleftick 
A2 for 


€ 


The Epiſtle 
for the holding forth that Lu- 
cerna Dei to tbe fons of men, bj 
the light, whereof, the. moft re: 
clufed Myfteries , both natural 
and divine may in fome mea. 
fure. C fuch as is fit for us te 
know while we remain in thefe 
earthly tabernacles )be difcove- 
red to thoſe diligent & humbl. 
feekers who make it their bu 
finef to fearch after the know 
ledge of theCreator in the work. 
his hands. have made. 

That this was the principai 
end and. defign of the divin 
goodnef$ in beftowing your felf| 
upon the world, we are full 
convinced by thofe Scintilla 
tions which our eyes (dim i 


they are )have feen darted froi 
! 2. th 


Dedicatory. 
that uxor ſolis which hath. its 
habitation in your breaſt: and 
although we fbould be fruſtrate 
of our ends in the preſent de- 
ſigu, tis an bappinefsgreat enough 
that we bave lived at ſuch a 
time, and in fach a place as hath 
given us tbe opportunity to 
know ‘and be acquainted with 
a man in whofe befome God ` 
hath fo abundantly ſtored up the 
treafures of all forts of wiſdom 
and knowledge. The main of our 
wifbes are that we may fo ac- 
quit our felves as that you may 
have no cauſe to repent of tbofe 
kindneffes and refpetts where- 
with you have or ſball honour 
Your fervants, 
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o The Preface. 


^He Goddefs Themis after the 

| | Deluge being asked of Deg- 
` calion and Pyrrha, how Man- 
kind. {wept away with the over. 
flowing of the Waters, ſhould again 
be reftored and multiplied , com- 
manded thein to throw over their 
heads the Bones of their Great 
Mother: the which Oracle they 
rightly interpreted.concerning the 
ftonesof the Earth, and thereby 
attained their delired end; For 
which caufe Themis was afterwards 
accounted the firft Promulgatrix 
of Laws, Eut without doubt Her 
an{wer was not thus underftood by 
the ancient Poets, who fuppofed 
that fhe rather: meant that Man- 
kind was generated by two ftones, 
the Male, and the Female, whence 
proceeds the wonderfull multipli- 
cation 


The Preface. 

cation of that Golden Medicine 
For the Man Deuea ion, and 
Wife Pyrrha are the Gabritis: anc 
Bria, the Sun and the Moon, which 
two by projection of their Speci- 
fick ftones can multiply even to z 
thoufand. Pyrrha within is ruddy, 
not unlike the colour of Fleſh, al- 
though Her outward garments are 
white, and fome have named Her 
according to her cloathing Des- 
cal ion 1s a Lyon, not in body, but 
ſpiritually; not infhape , but ope- 
ration; becaufe He is fo cruell co 
his Wife that he kils her, and then 
bewraps her with his bloody man- 
tle. But very few have attained 
the true knowledge of the Oracle; 
fince moft men apprehend it to be 
only an Hiftory , and thence draw 
fome wholſome Morals, which here 
have no place, neither were they 
ever intended. 


viz.Why we call it theGoldez Thess, 


wn 


which I Dedicate to the Courteous 
Reader. TETTE 
For ſeeing it is as much the Pro- 
perty ofa man to reafon, and judi- 
cioufly to determine,as it puis si 


belongs to a bird to fly, or an horſe 


to run and traverſe the Fields; we 
would not impoſe on any, or ſeem 
to deprive them of their native 
freedome by captivating any ones 
Iudgement. 

Itisfaid ofthe whetftone, that 
being it felfe blunt, yet it fharpens 
other things; and though the Steele 
and flint have not actually fire in 
them, yet being {truck againſt each 
other, they mutually fend forth 
fparkes ; give me leave (I pray 
thee) to apply. For if thou reapeſt 
any profit hereby, I ſhall think my 
felf to have been ſer viceable. 


Be Candid and Farewell. 


OLLVSILVSILVS 


Vis clarifsimis; , fapientif- 
funis & verè Philofophis, ^ 


Fratribufq; conjunctiſſimis 
fet. 
- "ee. ei 
' Theod. ` Verax. 
Theophil. Cælnatus. 


Um oculi nofiri Humum e 
Terrena quælibet defpicientes, 

in Altum paulo ſublati effert, 
aciem collectis una vadis fixerumt , ut 
cœlum & thera fin minus penetrare, 
ad illa famen fine piaculo collimare 
poſſint; etenim apud mos baud leve 
habebatur ſolat ium, intueri raptis, &. 
mirari ea que capere non licuit s P 
f: ane Ænulatio tantum pia erat, eb non 
nifi impetm ferri, quo confultias ire 
metuimus: penna nofira dum bumilis 
forte pulverem tuto excitaffet, fed am- 
bitiofo 


bitioſo admodum volatu ruinam ves 
reatur, cadat tamen in ATUM , ut An- 
dacie crimen eluat; immoò cadat. in a- 
ques que folum longè fupereminent 5 
adeb ut aliqualis fucrit gloria labi, & 
quodam deficerimus Trinmpho : fic 
metcora cafe accenſa micant & ter- | 
rorem diro incutiunt præcipitio. Veriim 
nos tum Pietate, tum candore. veſtro 
tauquam alio strings expanfis fuffulti, 
€» fupr2 Livorem ſordidè reptantem, 
Ó fupra Infcitians inerti pondere de- 
gravantem, facile erigemus. 

Quidm igitur ipfo in veftibulo fal- 
vam efe rem anguremur? quodcumqs 
enim judicium de nobis feratis, idene 
emolumento erit, fi blandum ; mox 
facilem gratulabimur Favorem,fi modo 
feveriur, quanto magis miferi indige- 
mus, tanto amplior Bencvolemti.e ama 
conceditur. i 

Ft vobis nimium moleſti, & nobis 
ingrati eſſemus, fi à eu ad calcem: 
bedierne cauſam querele enarrarenuss 
uicuuqs tamen cüm tuciturnitas aut 


ſtultitiæ 


ſtultitiæ fit judex aut [uperbig utramq; 
vitabimus, ne in Scyllam incidamus 
aut Charibdim. juvat igitur (Pace ve- 


fir) totam mileria feriem breviter 


percurrere ut inde quietem € folamen 
Speremus 5 fiquidem aliquod inforivnii 
levamen eft ærumnas effutire. 

Nobis ferio penſitantibus Philoſo- 
phiam à Scholis corruptam effe, &. 
quotidie magis horrenda quam ipfa 
Africa parturire monfèra, illico terreri 
cepimus , & illam dehinc tractare 
perhorruimus 5 ecquis enim ſui com- 
pos peckori ferpenteus admovebit, ut 
vivaciori pungat aculeo è ecquis (pe- 
riturz inflar natatoris ) fallaci undd 
attoli eptabit ut celerins imum petat, 
nt profundius immergatur? 

Ariftoteles , ut & ceteri ejuſdem 
facinæ, Pbiloſophiam noftram impo- 
tenti fue glorie pu» ancillare eoe- 
gerunt, & nulla bodie veritas efje cre- 
ditur, nifi quam illi invenerunt : fie 
nobis placita obtrudunt , & {cientia 
avidos adunco fervituti hamo inefcare’ 


ſolenti 


folent; fed ingrati ingenuis, fi non tur- 
pes habentur Tituli-quos aliena illis 
anfcribit ignominiaʒ nec laude dignum 
eff, per quorundam ruiuas, quaff tot 
gradus ſublimia ambire. 

Non eft noftrim tot feripta fecretis 
luxuriantia igni tradita: hic deplorare, 
quorum Splendor. fatis emicuit , dum 
cremarentur y nec omnino incredibile 
efl (cintillas multo licet cinere depref- 
Jas , aliquando cliriſſimd eruptururas 
face. W 
Neſcit profeto veritas ullas fallendi 
technas, que larvata non incedit , fed 
nuda ut fine nevis & errore fe ſpecta- 
toribus exhibeat; unica hec ftbi con- 
fiat & quanquam plurimi ejus nomine 
utantur ut tuto nihil cogitantes deci- 
piant illa tandem fallere. prorfus neſcia 
mendaces deteget 5 qui interim eam 
officiofe inſeckantur, non folum ipf 
featutam attingent metam, fed veſti- 
gia poft fe linquent que alios pari fe- 
licitate ad cundem literature api- 


cem ducent. 
Nos 


Nos etiam profperum nobis ſponde- 
remus exilune y fi neglectis cujuflibet 


Philofophaftri ambagilus (quod per- 


quim difficile efl) paucorum pafus, li- 


cet non equare oculo, tamen concomi- 
tarivaleremus : miſeri adhuc in lu- 
mine haremus, Č nifi aliquis quafi à 
Calo nobis viam calcardam indigitet, 
commune pariter nos manet Fatur, 
fines erimus Elementarii. Pudet, ben 
pudet ! nos cantilenis, neſcio quibus 
allici, quæ demulcent, juxtà ac conſo- 
pinnt, pro cómperto habemus plufquam 
mille hominum mira conſentiendi ig- 
navia periiſſe; profit interim, nobis 
edoGa aliorum periculis cura, & ff 
modò- daretur. optio, nos colluctatione 
mori quim deſperatione ſupin abfor~ 
beri malumus. : 

Vos itaq; (viri Prudentiſſimi) 
vota noftra follicitè petunt, peres quos 
eff opem ferre > tinnitatis rofire fat 
conſcii ſumus, & ideo remedium que- 
rimus: lei bali nondum(uti fperare eft) 
morbo labéramus, quippe qui male mor 


DSUTC babere . 


babere prob? adhuc ſentimus; & ille | 
calamitatem prope videtur evafiffe,qui V 
finporem excuſſit, & ad fe rediit. 

Languentes fere [pes noſtras fleri- 
leſqʒ vos mitiore humanitatis jubare | 
animaftis, & in vindemiam canefcere | 
julfeftis 5 adeo ut libera jam certe eru- 
ditionis pateat Fanua : rema impofle- 
runt Artibus non Ultra figat vos enim 
exor[r eſtis ubi alii omnes Finem fta- 
tuerunt C columnam. Veluti etiam 
enarrabiles [unt veftri quivis Pacultate 
proereffus, ita & Clementia Panegy- | 
rim ſuperat & vel inde licet conji- | 
cere vos omni numero abfolutos , quia 
tam mites & blandi eftis < ii folum 
Frontem contrahunt , qui in rugis 
inſertiam latere volunt, qui omnes in 
partes fuas trahent, eoíq5 fatis cum 
imperio cogent aſſentiri, quibus ad- 
verfari timent. 

Ignoſcite nobis (viri Spectatiſſimi) 
fi ineptè efferamus illa, quorum adbuc , | 
ignari fumus 5 ceri? 4 exigit 
encomium, quicquid fub veſtrum titulo 

n 


Incem prodit, & Fama veſiræ f/cip- 
am fola valuit ebuccinare : nobis ta- 
sen farre et furfure liceat tantis No- 
sinibus litare, que cum (uti par efl) 
sudare non poſſimus, nobis venerari 
eligia erit. 

Libellum veflrum omni ex parte no- 
Iro. animo ufq; congruum quafi nobis 
alummodd confcriptit fuiffe opinemur, 
$ rever2 Providentia hand vulgaris 
rat, que nos èCimmeriis pluſquam te- 
tebris nonnihil eduxit, et in dubia luce 

llocavit,que Solent mox oriri efficiet, 
t optatam dabit meridiem ubi nulla 
erè nmbra, ant faltem brevilfima fo 
robia ſociabit. | 
Nos non ſunus ex eorum numero, qui 
lati nimis, cachiuno et fannis folent 
«accipere, qué Inftitntioni fue non 
adrant perinde ach Dorina illis tam 
Co vinculo alligata effet, ut nemo fine 

um confilio ilam adire, aut ſalutare 
offi: nempe Hi fafinof funt Peripa- 
tici, qui in Ariftotelis verba jurdruut, 
vi Ethnice dledere namina, in ſuum 


ei jum 


exitium Fideles. s Hi funt. qui itani 
aura tumentes, orbem iis anguſtum ni- 
mis congueruntur, qui Axiomata fatis 
larga tradunt cuivis rixe apta idemq: 
[dem fere verbis rod) aiunt modi 
negant: Atq; Hi (Boniviri) ſtrenui 
audiunt veritatis Patroni! fed nodum 
quen ſoluere non poffunt, rifu difrum- 
punt, probe enim aliorum laboribus 
nultum invident, quosin exile corpus 
mox odio marce(cerevtdere erit. 
obe naufeam crearémus ſi inepti 
quibus eorum Libri ſcatent, in medinm 
Pproferremus 5 quotic(cunqs enim sag |, 
num aliquod. myſterium tractandum 
venit id vel dubie et obfcure abſolvunt, 
vel prorſus negligunt: Quit ab Ariſto- 
tele materiam edifcet:> quam cautus 
occultare uoluit, n? inſcitiam proderets 
verum quia admodin difficile eſt ar- 
cana bee rimari, an ideb tutum efl 
errare majori quidem commodo i 
penitus latet, quicquid iu ulterius dam- 
num explicatur: fortal{is multi ingenio 
pollentes materiam: bane invenirè ag- 
ius T greffi 


D 
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reſſt fuiſſeut, -nifi prius inventum pu 
|t affert. - * > RET A 
=y Nefcimus quonam Privilegio Ari- 
Gotelas Anteceſſorihus eruditione cedens 
Cutina Canimi finiplicitatey fe om 
nem Veritaleii dletexiſſe iactitet 3 Juas 
nim babent Littere vices; Gum itaq; 
Ariftoteles omniu «tates, hominum 
leon vixerit, abſit ut nos nifi in peram) 
|vives cadaveri jun gere mus, ui ſcriptis 
‘ama defunifis, nova inventa cola 
en e BA ee e 
Philoſophia autem veſtra (viri erun 
litiſſimi) non eft hiſce nugis referta; 
Jed abditiſſima Nature ſecreta claxiſo 
me pandit. Parum ſanò laudis eft 
\vilia feliciter indagáffeyultro produnt fè 
apides. quos nemo colligits illud ſoſuun- 


PET 


i wr veritatem tuto difcernere licetʒuibil 
É 4 ſequident 


fiquidem illic vel ſuſpicatui babere pof- 
fomus, multd minus erroris arguere : 
chm igitur unuſquiſqʒ Sacram paginam 
volvat, quorfum falfa improbo labore 
auplectimur, © fugitivam deperimmus 
umbram ? cur gradum fiftimus? quin 
materiam cuju[qsrei è Bibliis eryamuss 
nam pluſquam verifimile eff Deum, 
qui lignidum ilud Nature creavit id 
. Optime proditurums ſiquis fcriptis hifce 
incubuerit, brevi fciret a qua materia 
omne quod vivit, tanquam tot rivuli a 
mari ſuam hauſit originem , nec nor 
in illam ludente pauliſper undi exone. 
ratur. 9 
Qui pertinaciter regant quoſdam 
efe viros quos Deus ſele git, ut intime 
myſteria cognofcamt, fummam pariter. 
Creatoris curam tollunt, qui nihil nobis 

utile & ueceſſarium negabit. Qui eni 
totam univer machinam in human 
generis ufum fabricatus eft, tum in fui- 
ipfius gloriam, tum in noſtrum come 
moda ejus opera intelligi voluit Quo- 
rundam igitur mentes E celo eſumina- 
i vit 


| pils € cogitationes quid plane didinti 
| meditantes indiditscaptus fane nofter 
jaded humilis eft ut plurima fupra vires 
|experzatur 5 perpetuis torqueri ftudiis, 
| folitum mon concedere oculis fomnunt, 
penes nis ſuntʒ fed nif radii celeffesin 
auenteaccendant diem, ipſis mox oritur 
i vigiltiss nifi Deus fert inſperato fuper- 
Loo m Ha 160 eff —— 

operoſius otium W 

Deus igitur Ter opt. Max. uti duo 
rim mundi origine creavit Lumina, 

ibus enia con[pici ac illuſtrari pof- 
rut, ita quorundam animos tanta Luce 

vffudit,ut Solem ipfum, Lumamqs ne 

lum eccecati intueantur, ut creaturis 
Mace illa celefti præſint, et florere eas 

nif ficiant : ita Chaos literature in glo- 

li iofam evaſit fabricam, celum in ter- 

has defcendit, utrunqs centrum ferzota 

superficie ſemet in conſpectum dedit, et 
[que adbuc majora audemus dicere ea 
uoſdam non latere, 

Verum banc effe Societatem Veftrant 
| Dens oracula aperuit , multa funt 
: 4 2 que 


gude nos inducunt, ut credamus: Pro- 
babilius quidem eft ilum Ecgleſiæ ſuæ 
potis miranda Hec indulſurum qulum ! 
Ethnicis qui {cintillantem Naturæ Fa- 
cent. Soli accendunts & fiquando Lux È 
Celo iis mitet, magis inde, cœautiunt; 
quippe oculi: tenebris perpetuo, ver(ati | 
Lumen tam purunt minime fine detri- 
mento ferant : Haud dubio Dens iiſdem 
quibus fua myfteria liberé donavit; alia 
dabit beneficia panlo inferiorayqui Leg 
Divind peritiſſimi funt,comuenit etiam 
at illi Nature non fint ignaris qui de= 
aiqy in Domine admittuntur confor- 
tium, Ancille ejus codem pacto fiunt 
Familiares. 

Alia fubinde Ratio eft quia admo- 
dig pauci eſtis; vulgus multitudo eff, 
fed rudis, mocetqs illi in altum [piranti 
propria moles cum interim unus aut al- 
ter mird fe moveant agilitate, & ſuperas 
evadant ad auras: vileſcit porro quica 
quid temerariis omnium manibus tra 
Fatur 3 fagax igitur Natura divitias 
intimo finn occultavit nè fordefccrent: 

74 


ita fua babet & Ars penetralia; illius 
‘petenda funt Gemmæ, effodiendum eft 
Aurum, Divinum etiam opus eft auxilto 
it hac ita & illa inveſtigemus. 
Fama Veſtra in linguam tranjlata 
Mnglicanam ad noftras manus pervenit 
'edità fimul Prefatione Viri Iuſtriſſi- 
ui E. P. Orbis Britanici Solis) in illa 
eripſiſtis vos plures modò dignos i 
J'ocietatezz adoptaturos : E 
‘| ite binc procul ite Prophæni. Non de- 
Jet omnes cuju[cungs farine homunci- 
wes in tautam Humanitatem involare, 
ut alios fpei melioris eam ante pedes 
fitam conculcare : accerrima interim 
n nobis exorta eft pugna ntpote qui nos 
pent? favoris immeritos negare non 
fumus, fed tandem impotentia nobis 
ifa eft Veſtræ Gratie fuccumbere, fic 
anvifi fumus, quia vitfi, & veftrune 
vofculamur Laurum. f 
"] Ceternm amputato uno Hydre capite, 
"Mind fubinde fe attollit, adeo ut Infor- 
enium noſtrum damno videatur vires 
"quiffvilfes ad illud igitur tanqnane 
. Viriniz . 


Virtuti affine contendimus, quod diffi- 
cultatibus acſi numeroſo ſatellitio con- 
ſtipatur : Nobis anfa defuit ad vos 
mittendi; ubi terrarum vos quereren 
Epiftole non fatis conftitit, quibus no- 
minatim literas inſcribere eque incer- 
ums ſiquidem & Nomina, uti & de- 
gendi locus quoſcunq; wifi vos ipjos|| 
latent. f 
Paulatim, itag; invaſit animos Tri- 
ſtitia, & Queruli, uti accidere ſolet 
anxiis, bec verba ejulavimus. Quid], 
proderit nobis inanus auxiliatrix|n 
qua calamitatem noftram non ate 
tingat ? Sint Fratres R. C. Vir, 
Sapientiffimi, etiam & Benevoli 5} ¢ 
quid inde hoc folatii, nifi nos bene: 
ficiorum compotes fimus? id fanèfy 
nos magis torquet, quod in deliciis], 
habitum non confequamur, utilf, 
fitim accendit augetq; aquaru 
ſcaturigo è longinguo Pole novifjr, 
fima fælicitas ærumnas reddidit as, 
cutiores; ille enim qui femel fruftr 
ſperavit, eſt bis mifer. 


Altum fubito exoriri fflemtium vi- 
1 debatar 3 e facra VOX ard pnyveriis 
| hunc retulit Reſponſum. Quam folli- 
# cité ambitis Fraternitatem, tandem 
1 Dei gratia invenietis; vota veftra 
inon irrita in aerem evanuerunt 5 
1 haüd dubio qui ejufmodi fcintil- 
lam primo accendit, eandem in 
| flammam erumpere & poteft effi- 
cere & vult: pergatis itaq; tanto 
flagrare diſcendi ftudio, & aſcendet 
ad nos licet obtortà face ardens 
induftria. 
W Auditis hiſce, timorem omnia ferà 
Wouembra modd oceupantent abjecimus, 
€ quaff redivivis fpiritus etiam c 
agiliores redieres omnia deniq; ſupe- 
rato dolore Gra titudinem — fpirirunts 
altuz vel ipfe lapſu profecimus : 
ffc flores imbre nonnibil depreſſi, vege- 


Pluſquam veriftmile efl. multos auro 
alleifos Societatem veſtram optare 5 
| i ent 


fiudont, marceſcuni ut creſcat pecunia, T 
ill arch impleatur; fed veverà opes & 
omnta id genus ſordent, fi eximia 
Sciantiæ dignitas Speetur =. iſtum 
fant Metallorum Regem procaiur Ig 
norantia, que exinde tam profligate 
Jabelis fi mater : Alii porro wt fup- 
petat iis quod voluptatibus indulgcant, 
Fratennitatem foilicitabunt : t iis cere» 
brumin ventrena degeneravit, Arteſq; 
proh nefas ad compotaticues vocants 
quis non miretur aliquent tardum ven- 
tris onus vix poffe pofe fe trahere 2 
Urbes Genteſqo uuo cyat ho abſorbere ? 
MHaluimus autem nos Secreta neſcire, 
quim ut iis fr eti in ſcelera ruere- 
HIMEN, >. 

Vobis interius T iri i Dottilf ei) He 
mirum videatur nos inter, tot calles 
miſerẽ lajjator ad Mercurios , Indices 
accedere. qui terendam præmonſtrent 
viam. Multi profecio ſeribendi praritu 
laborantes Artibus ſcabiem induxere : 
Hic ad ma gnum i Elixar contendet, alle 
4d Panatenmy uierg eliam. Ani graa~ | Wh 


tice, 


* 
. Y 


w 


c. fcribit, ut obfcuritate decipiant : 
9 t homines toto uite, curriculo in- 
ome quod Author ipfe non in- 
sellexit in eo invenirent > quem igitur 
im exemplum proponere. difficile ad. 
odum eff judicatus etenim fat liques 
Illos. qui, igne Fatuo illufi ſunt, alios 
etiam ne ipfi ridiculo fint, im eandem 
orovocare' fortem: ita multum juvat 
'nfelices. miſeriæ focios pabuiſſe. 
$ Né igitur inconſulti habeamur, qui 
fretis ſeudo- philoſophorum promif- 
Ls, toti geritatem indagamus 5 terra 
Rerilis effe folet, que Aurum tegit, 
nullisluxuriat floribus, qui pretereun- 
tum oculos delectent, & ad latentem 
ducant Thefaurum 3 baud aliter qui 
[Nature fecreta callent, taciturni funt, 
[e tanquam neſcii, rariſſima audire 
feft verba, fcripta fere nulla emittunt 
que Difcipulos alliciant, imo fe potiùs 
ſubducunt, ut magis occultentur, altoqs 
Helertio vivi fepeliantur. - 
Quocircà liquido conftat, nemiuem, 
Hcet plurimum ftudiis invigilaverit, 


pofe 


* 


offe proprio Marte arcana hec 'attin- 
gere: qui falso interpretati ſunt veto. 
vim Fabulas, novas tantim excude- 
runt; qui veri funt Myſtæ omnia d 
induftria tam ſpiſſis offudére tenebris, 
ut quicung, ea . aggrediatur, 
citius mentem amittat,quint inſtrucki- 
orent babeat. | 

Noc omnia bec animis ferid perpen- 
dentes iterum atq; iterum vos obnixe 
rogamus noflrüm miſereri; vota no- 
fira quoniam grande aliquod ſapiunt, 
fanfta fint : Fatemur nos adbuc Ju- 
venes effe & Tyrones ( uti etiam Epi- 

ola minus nervoſa indicat) fed ani- 
mus forte nobis fenior inditus 5 [imus 
tamen teneri, dum fequaces : quodvis 
facile illi iniprimitur, quos mullum 
adbuc vitiavit figillun : Sumus etiam 
Duo quafi unico animo ad idem tamen 
contendentes; © quid obftet quò mi- 
nits Fraternitas vefira Gemellos uno 
partu edat utpote quam Dens facunda- 
vit, fit illi impofterum numerofa,modo 


& legitima prole; ! 
Quod 


` Quod Religionem attinet, pro feste 
nobis longe alia mens eft ac tis qui ex- 
eutiunt Deum 5 elamiteut nibil non à 
Natura profluxiſſe, per eandem. confer- 
|| vari, & ridiculo Definiant Naturam : 
r| quicquid vero eft, vel à fe fuit, vel ab 
alios nibil autem, cum nondum effe ha- 
beat, det fibi originem: unde ab effedn 
ad cauſam Philofopbando, tandem ad 
Deum mundi Creatorem afcendeums : 
quò oculos convertamus ubi Numen non 
intueamur? | 

Monſtrat præſentem quelibet herb 
Deum. Qui Animalia etiam & ming- 
ralia perfcrutautur, dum miram utri- 
ufq; generationem, forte & Tranſinu- 
| tationem ſciant, benè intelligunt Quis 
| fit omnium a & w: Dens itaqs qui 
ipfa eft Veritas, inimicam non habet 
ni ſi ignorant em. 

Qua vos de Papa dixiflis, nobis ar- 
rident : Religio illa (ff Religio dicenda 
fit) licet per Sedas & Hæreſes nunc di- 
erum tanqnam tot vehicula ſpargatur, 
eandem cum illis ruinam expecłei. 


Que 


Quem non movent lapidem Iefuite ut 
nos im antiquum Chaos oonfundant : 
bic audacter Blaſphemiam ſpirat, ille 
ſuperſtitionem colit 5 ff verb tot imma- 
nia G-. nefanda fcelera hic impunè fe- 
rant, Deus tandem ulcifcetur. 

Nulla jam (uti fperaraus) obftacula 
ſuperſunt, gue nos á Societate vefird de- 
tineantʒ magna quidem rogavimus, fed 
qué vos concedere poteftis : nènobis in 
crimina cedant Iemeritas ant f egnities, 
que due funt cujní35 evi peſtes, 11/q5 
ſapientiſſimi alioquim viri peribre; ve- 
niam itaqs date (Fratres Amantiffimt) 
ff in vos ruere vifi fimus,aperti{q; bra- 
chiis nos amplecti dignamini. 

Quod fi vobis non vacet rebus tam 
exiguis adeffe, nos fatis conſcii fere 
animum dleſpondebimus, € fuccum- 
bentes Celo & terre magis forfan pro- 
pitiis hofte gemitus erumpentibus ultro 
fingultibus edemus.. Fratres Illu- 
ſtriſſimi nos meritò Luce Divina 
indignos judicárunt ; quò demüm 
nos infæliciſſimos recipiemusstene- 

bras 


bras modó repudiavimus, nec fas 
eft virginem adeo pulchrain,&bene 
dotatam ambires necefle eft. igitur 
priftin:m petere. caliginem, -qua 
pullati incedemus, dehinc noctem 
deperibimus, quoniam in illa. ob- 
dormire tuto.poífumus, & infortu- 
nia nullo. modo vitanda otio per- 
tranſire & ſilentio. Tu interim Q 
C lum ad Tui partem accedere, & 
in nocte noſtra ſtellas fac emicare. 
Tu etiam O Terra omnium vera 
mater, ſuſcita Te in aliamq; abeas 
formam, ut nobis opem feras, ſinu 
tuo cadavera amplectere ut denigs 
reviviſcant. 

Vtcumgs nos meliora nobis pollice- 
murs, quippe qui pro certo habemus vos 
ſemper vobiſmet conſtare, nempe vor 
uon poffe nos deſerere, nifi fitisperfidis 
adeo. gratulandum preces noſtras defi- 
derio veſtro confonas; fi tamen nimis 
duri & crudeles Lumen vefirum occul- 
tare ſtatuiſtis, non ilico extinGi eri- 
uus; panlatim &. tardius Lucerna 


nofira 


noſtra exſpirabit: etenim | [pes noftre 


chm avobis tanquam medicis longe op- 


timis remedinm nom babeant, fuas ad- 


wocabunt vires, quibus langnentem 
fuffultire Naturam &. defberationene 
Poſſimt expellere; nos fcilicet propria 
manu ramum prendere conabimur, 
quent Dii oftendere recufant s ftudiis 
igitur indefeſſi, licet Domum vefiran 


SS. Spiritus invenire non poffumus, | 


fortaſſir tamen in vicinum hortum, ſitu 
jucundum, fructibus ornatum, ambu- 
lachris binc atq; inde conſpicuis ince- 
demus, &. Fonte aqua cœleſti ſcaturi- 
ente fitim levabimus. 

Et jam plane verendum eft, nè ultra 
limites excreverit Epiftola noſtra, & fi 
votum forſitam placeat , ne petendi pro- 
lixitas nauſeant creet ; difficile erat 
nobis greſſum ſiſtere tanto ſtimulo con- 


citatitʒ utcunqs tamen non eft eadem | 


Epiſtolæ &. Spei periodus. 


Vobis devotiſſimi 
Theod. Verax 
s Theoph. Celnatus. 


— 
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CHAP. I. 


bat all Laws which beare the Title of 
Themis, ought to reſpect their profit 
for whom they were made. 


S Laws do differ not oriely in their 

Infticutions, but their acceptance ; 
» it not T yrannically impoſed, they cena 
r in the Publick goods Forif by them 
mane Society is maintained, juſtice 
tcecuted, Vertue favoured, (o that no 
ian may feare che inſoleney and oppref- 
on of another, we, may conclude that 
iey profit and advance: a Commons 
ealch: If every man duely receives 
hateverbelongs co him, he hath no 
ufe of commencing a Suit with any, or 
»complaine, much leſſe to engage in a 
lar; but on the contrary, All (as in 
te golden Age) fhall enjoy peace and 
rofperity : But the Laws defend this 
fliceby which onely Peace is eftabli- 
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fhed, contention ended, Themis worfhip- 
ped, and laftl y, all things in a flouriſhing 
itate and condition. Whence the Poets 
advifedly feigned’ Themus to be the 
Daughter of Heaven and Earth, to be 
the Sifter of Sat,; and Aunt to Jupiter, 
and have done her very much honour, 
and celebrated her Fame, becaufe (he fo 
conftantly adminiftred Juftice; for E- 
quity and upright dealing were by her 
enjoyned, and all Vertues which might 
render men either acceptable to the gods, 
or ferviceable to each other, were to be 
embraced. She therefore taught them to 
live juſtly and contentedly5 to fhun vio 


lence, injuries and robbery 5. that they fir 


fhould ask nothing of the gods ( as Feftustth 
obferves ) but what fhould favour of ho- 
nefty and Religion, or otherwife that 
their prayers would have no good iffue. 
She furthermore faid that the great God] 
did look down upon the earth, and view) 
the actions of men, whether good or evil sl 
and that he feverely punifhed the wicked i 
for their iniquity with eternal punifh-[i 
ment; that he rewarded the good forim 
their integrity with a life which fhall}to 
neither end nor decay. , 1 
Others were of an opinion that thi 

- Themis 


of the Rofecricians. 3 


Tbemis was a Propheteſſe amongft the 
i| Grecians, and did foretel what fhould 
happen, by which endowment fhe got 
great Authority; fo that they efteemed 
eher an Enthuſiaſteſſe, and thought that 
fhe had familiarity with Spirits, nay even 
wich the gods themſelves, trom whom fhe 
{prung and had her Original; to whom 
| alfo after her deceaſe fhe was fuppofed to 
a} have returned, where they have enlarged 
i| her Commiſſion in relation to mankind. 
When fhe wasaccounted the Goddeſſe of 
x| Juftice, by her Kings held their Domini- 
ons; (heinftra&ed them in their duties 
to their Subjects, and made the rude mul- 
titude pay due homage and ſubjection to 
mtheir lawful Princes. She laid the foun- 
dation of Magiftracy, and built an order- 
ly ſtructure of Politicks; for which caufe 
e he was in fo high eſtimation amonęſt the 
Heathens, that cliey fuppofed the World 
5 her Divinity to be upheld and ſup- 
Horted. They erected Temples to her, 
dnd inſtituted divine Rites ad Ceremo- 
Hnies in honour of her. The firft that 
mwas dedicated to her was in Boetia neer 
i-o the River Ceyhiſſus, at which after the 

Flood, Deucalion and Pyrrba are faid to 
ifàave arrived; where they enquired of the 
PC Ba Oracle, 


. Íworne. 
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Oracle, how mankind. which had peri- 
thed in the Deluge, mightagain berefto- di 
red, as Ovid. Lib. primo. 


Loft mankind, voutcbafe i! kelp our funk f; 
affairs. ` | 


This alfo was Allegorically fpoken 
concerning our Themis, that fhe being very 
prudent and more beautiful then all her 
Contemporaries, was beloved of Jupiter ; 
but after much follicitation he was repul- 
fed, and all intercourſe broken cff, tillat 
length fhe was furprized in Macedonia, 
and forced to be eſpouſed to him, by 
whom fhe was with childe, and brought 
forth three Daughters; Equity, Juſtice, 
and Peace. She is reported to have had 
by the fame Jupiter a fon named Medias 
Fidiusor the righteous, being Faiths | 
Guardian ; wherefore an Oath fworne by 
his name was facred and unalterable : | 
and this folemnity the Roman Patri- 
archs challenged to themfelves as theic 
due, becaufe it was held an execrable: 
thing for an ingenious man to befor- 


` Although we are confident that there 
. | was 
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[vas never upon the face of the earth any 
uch Themis, who after conſultation re- 
iurned that Oracle; much leſſe that the 
vas tran{lited into heaven, as the Hea- 
hens ignorantly imagined; yet we con- 
eſſe that the true Idea of Juſtice, or an 
niverfal notion of Vertue may berein 
though occulily ) be infinuacAl; for 
out of her fprings good Laws, and not as 
ome think out of Vice, which is onely 
t thing accidental. 
This Equity keeps Kingdomes in ſafety, 
Sommon-wealths and Cities in order, 
laftly, emproves (mall beginnings to 
t great height and degree of perfection. 
This Equity is chat rule by which men 
»ught to frame their words and actions. 
2olycletus a famous Statuarie made a 
Zook in which was proportionably exe 
Hreſſed to the life each member in mans 
«body, and he called this a patterne by 
vhich other Artificers might examine 
nd prove their peices. Such Rules in- 
deed there are in all Arts and Sciences 
1amed Axioms, which by deduction of 
things from sheir principles do rightly 
conclude. 
This Equity doth fo poife all our 
nannersand á&ions that they arenot 
B3 ^ fwayed 
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fwayed to injuflice and wickedneſſe, 
whereby very many inconveniences are |. 
efchewed which happily mighr lead us a- 
way: For as Luxury and Riot are the 
cauſes of diſeaſes, ſo injuſtice hath an- 
nexed to it as an inſepera ble companion 
loffe ang punifhmenc: and on the con- 
trary, as Fealch renders men moft happy, 
not onely becauſe of it felte, but as it is F 
big with other Benefits: fo by this Equi- 
ty, wholeſome Laws are enacted to the 
great comfort and advantage of man- 
kind. But becauſe this is ſo cleare to 
every Rational man, in vain are words 
ſpent to demonſtrate it. 


e 


Cu Ap. II. 


7 hoſe Laws which the Founder of this 
Fraternity prefcribed to the R. C. f 
are all good and juft. 


S no Rational man can deny the ab- 

LA ſolute neceſſity of good Laws; fo 
it is moſt fit that ſuch Laws fhould have 
their due praife and commendationsthat 
the 
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ae (luggard hereby might be pricked on 
o Vertue, andthe diligent might have 
is deſerved reward. | 

4 Seing therefore that thefe Pofitions 
Ir Laws, laid down by the Father of the 
jonourable Fraternity are worthy of 
pecial view, we fhall truly according to 
heir nature, and the advantages men 
aay receive from them, Crown them 
ith due commendations counting them 
ot onely worthy of acceptance, but an 
"ncomium., 

Firft itis moft reafonable that every 
»ociety if it be good, fhould be governed 
y good Laws; if otherwiíe,by bad: but 
vat this Society is good and lawful, we 
lo not oncly ſuppoſe, but may gather 
rom particular circumſtances to which 
heir Pofitions are agreeable. 

Something may be ſaid concerning 
eir number of ſix, which hath very 
nuch of perfection in it; ſo that the So- 
iety by an abundance of Laus is not in 
‘onfufion, nor yet by the paucity and 
[ewueffe tied up from all liberty. When 
there are multitudes and great diverfity 
fLaws, we may probably conjecture 
that there will happen many crimes and 
mormities; for he that ſleighteth the 
B4 freight 
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fireight path of Nature and Reafon, will 
certainly be mifled into many windings f 
and labyrniths before he comes to his di 
journeysend. From thefe inconvenien- | 
ges our Laws are free, as well in quality “f 
as number; they are voluntary, and di 
inch to whom all may eaſily aſſent aş h 
moſt Rational. l 
They foliow in their order. 


travel, muſt profeſſe Medicine and cure 
Gratis. 
2. That none of them, notwithflanding 
their being of the Fraternity, fhall be ens 
joyned one habit; but may fuit theme f! 
felves to the Cuftome and Mode of thoſe 
Countries in which they refide. | 
3. That each Brother of the Fraterni- j 
ty (ball every yeare upon the day C. make fy 
his appearancein the place of the holy | 
Spirit, or elfe fignifie by Letters che true 
cauſe of his Abſence. | n" 
4. That every Brother fhall chuſe a {jj 
fit perfon to be his Succeffour after kis 
deceafe. if 
5. That the word R. C. ſhall be their fà 
Seale, Character, or Cognifance. - in 
6. That this Fraternity ſnall be con- g 
ceal'd an hundred years. C 


of the Rofeorhcians. 9 


The Brethren are folemnly fwórn and 
rictly engaged to each other, to keep and 
{erve theſe Conditions and Articles; 
a all which we finde nothing either pre- 
idicial to themſelves, or hurtful and 
njurious to others; but that they have 
n excellent ſcope and intention, which 

s theglory of God and the good of their 
Neighbour. We fhall further profecute ' 
hefe things, and by running thorow. 
heir feveral caufes and circumftances, 
tive any onea greater light into them. 

In the firft place, as touching the firft 
Author of thefe Lawes, it will be worthy ` 
ur confideration to examine whether 
e had power and authority to make 
uch Laws for himfelfe and others, and 
of requiring obedience thereto; then 
who was the Author ? and why his name 
hath been hitherto concealed ? 

It is moſt certain chat a Prince whois 
as it were an Head to his Subjects that are 
his Members, it is indeed a thing un- 
queftionable, but that he hath full power 
of making and ratifying of Lawes: For 
if Chiefly it belongs tothe Emperour, then 
to each King, becaufe they have right to 
govern. Laftly it concerns any Princes or 
Civil Magiftrates. - 

g But 
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But Lawes chat are brought inl In- doy 
feriours, extend onely to thofe that have 
a particular Relation to them; neither 
are they long lived, nor do they excuſe 
from the Lawes of Superiours, being one- 
ly obligations which refpe& Time,Plac 
the Perfon and Subject. 

Amongft the Antients thofe men who 
were of beft repute for their Wifdomey | 
Learning, Authority, Sincerity, and of 
greateft Experiences, might fec up Lawes | 
in any City or Nation. Thus we fee yy 
that Mofes was made Ruler and Cheiftain | 
amongſt the Hebrews, and amongft the 
Heathen the firt Law-givers were called % 
Zepbyrians: after them Zaleucus in imi- 
tation of the Spartanes and Cretians , 
( who were thought to have received An- jh, 
tient Lawes from Minos) wrote ſevere 
Lawes, and found out futable punifhment $f 
he left rules whereby men might try their 
actions, fo that many afterwards were 
frighted into good manners; for before 
him Lawes were noc written, but the ſen- 


judges breaſt. | 
Afterwards the Athenians received I 
Lawes from Draco and Solos: upon which 
ghey proceeded in all Courts. of Judica- 
ture, 
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are, from whom the Romans who lived 
iter the building of the City three hun- 
‘ed yeares, had their Lawes of the 
velve Tables publifhed by the Decem- 
iri ; and theſe in proceſſe of time being 
"Salarged by Romane Magiftrates and the 
efars, became our Civil Law which at 
s time is ufed amongſt us. 

Other Nations alfo had their re- 
xe&ive Lawgivers, as Ægygt had Priefte, 
Mud Iſis, who were taught by Mercury and 
lulcan. ( Theſe were golden Lawes, and 
ich as owed their birth to the fire.) 
abylon had the Caldeans, Perfia had Ma- 
Mit i ans, India had Bracbamonds, Mthiopi a 
ad the Gymnofcphifts ; amongſt the Badri- 
s was Zamolſis, amongft the Corinthians 
ras Fido, amongft the Nilefians was Hip- 
d amus, amongft the Carthaginians was 
haronda; laſtly amongſt the Brittaines 
"End French the Druides, 

From what hath already been ſaid 
gere may be gathered thus much, viz. 
"hat any one hath liberty ( his Compa- 
ions complying and faithfully enga- 
ing) to prefcribe Lawes to himfelfe and 
1em, efpecially if fuch Lawes ar e four- 
ed upon Reafon and Equity; For (as 
te Comedian hath it) amongft the good 
ought 
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ought to be tranſacted juft and*hone 
things ; but as the combination of th 
the wicked is unlawful, fo are thof 
bands that oblige them damnable,whof 
truſt and fidelity are but true cheats anc 
fure deceits; their conftancy but obftina e 
cy, their oaths curſings, their rules me. 
thods of villany, their lawes are com 
mands to wickedueſſe. 
Our Author indeed was a private man 
and no Magiſtrate; but in his particulagf 
relation he was invefted with much Au 
thority, whereby he might oblige anc 
binde others, be both Lord and Father off 
the Society, and the firk Author ance 
Founder of this goldenMedicine and Phi 
loſophical Order. If any one (hall axempi 
to uſurpe jurifdi&ion over any again 
their wills and confent, he fhall finde hi: 
labour to be in vaine; for he muft need 
ſuppoſe them to have a prejudice again 
füch deſignes. ſince he playes che Bifhor 
in anothers Dioceffe: But certainly th 
cafe is different here, becanfe by a fair 
refignation they devoted themſelves tc 
his command. 1 
Surely for confirmation we may take 
notice of the Time ; They have been ke 
and obferyed for many Ages, and uw 
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moth nota little ſtrengthen the firſt Au- 
‘thority; for if you prefcribe Lawes to 
holy. who were not under fuch before, and 
pead ſuch Lawes continue a long feafon 
adaviolated, it will follow that thofe 
ijawes being juſt and good may yet en- 
gdüre : for that nothing hinders, but that 
mis private Legiflative power may be in 
rce, being neither contrary to Divine 
w Civil Statutes, the Lawes of Nature, 
amy poſitive Law, or Cuftome of Na- 
Ions. 
nd), To (ome it may feeme a ſtrange thing 
„Mat our Authors name ſhould not be 
) s to which we anſwer. 
tie Oar Father indeed hath lien hid as be- 
ig long ſince dead, and his Brethren al- 
ough they live and retaine in Record 
jend Memory his Sacred Name; yet be- 
daule of (ome fecret and weighty cauſes, 
re not willing to have his name or per- 
yen known. Beſides they have a contis 
igual fucceffion and genealogy from him 
2 themfelves; and they received after- 
g/ards a Lampe from a known confede- 
ate and colleague of their Fraternity; 
p hey can read the Authors ſoule in his 
ookes, view the true Feature in the pict- 
„TEs judge of the truth. of the caufe by 
" the 
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the effect; whofe actions confirme thei 
goodneſſe and fincerity ; their hands argv 
tet with eyes, fo that their beliefe gog 
beyond their fight; whar other mel 
foolifhly and ignorantly think incredibli 
and vaine, they know to be reaila 
poflible. : i 

Shall we deny that thofe men w 
were chofen and ſelected to be of the Frakk 
ternity, were unácquainted wich ou 
Author? Surely they were moft inti} 
mate and familiar with him, and perfo 
med with alacrity what ever he co 
manded or enjoyned them. ö 
Io thofe indeed to whom the know- 
ledge of him was no benefit, he was not 
neither was ic neceffary that he fhouldp 
be known, unleffe fuch perſons over curiĝ 
ous pryed into matters which concert 
them not; for asit belongs not to us cei 
have intelligence what deſignes are in af 
gitation within the walls cf Troy, or who 
in India doth adminiſter juſtice or giveh 
Lawes; fo likewife ought they not tef 
intermeddle with this Author and hig 
Brethren altogether unknown to them 
If we behold ſmoake breathing out of anfi 
fioufe, we prefently conclude that chere 
is fire within. And why ſhould not wef 
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hough che Father and the Fraternity 
ve not been {feen by outward eye, yet 
aufe of their workes, by the eye of our 
endes diſcern and ſatisfie our ſelves 
focerning them? We can paſſe a judge- 
ent upon a Tree by the fruit, although 
efruitbe pluckcd off; it fufficeth to 
e knowledge of a man if we heare him 
Beske: Whence Socrtes ſpake thus to 
young vertuous man, but one that held 
nfs peace; fpeake ( faid he) that I may 
are thee. A Dog difcovers himſelfe 
Ir his barking, a Nightingale by her 
reet chaunting notes; and we judge of 
other things according to their a&- 
ges. And why then cannor-we diflin-- 
nifh this our Author from cheats by his 
Wofitions and Lawes, ſince it is the = 
hers whole defigne to delude? they 
ake gain of their tricks; that which 
ould be iarkfome to an ther, they take 
ſleaſure in, and make a {port of dangers 
ad hazards. 
Our Author is nameleſſe, but yet wor- 
hy of credit, unknown to the vulgars 
gut well known to his own Society. And 
af bmg may ask the reafon of his conceal- 
gient) We know that the Antient Phi- 
5 ophers counted themſelves happy in a 
I private 
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private life; and why may not Modern 
enjoy the fame priviledge, fince neceflicy) 
may put theſe more upon it then them Mp 
The World is now more burdned with 
wickednefle and impieties: Indeed thi 
whole Creation as it flowed from God 
was exceeding good, but mans fall hath 
brought a curſe upon the Creatures. Pop 
lidorus had not been | fo credulous, could 
he have forefeen his Fate; by whole ex 
ample others have got wiſdome, they 
dare not entruſt themſelves with the rude 
multitude, but fecredy do withdraw, 
themſelves; for commonly an handfome 
opportunity makes a Theife; and he chat, 
expofes his treaſures upon an high hill}, 
toallmens eyes, invites Robbers. Men 
called Homines have both their name and 
nature ah humo, from the earth, which} 
ſometimes being parched with extreame 
heat opens; fometimes feemes to beh 
drowned with floods; which depend upon}; 
the Sun, Winde ,Showres, either of them 
either yeilding no influence at at all, or}, 
exceeding in their operations. Even foj 
the minde of man is not alwayes in the 
fame condition; ſometimes it enlargeth 
it felfe in covetouſneſſe, fometimes Vice 
is more pleafing to it then Virtue, and 

| plundering 
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"Blundering is prefer d before honeſty and 
Wuftice. But I would not be thought to 
Miclude all men in this cenfure; for we 
tend onely thoſe who having neither 
lafon nor learning, do differ very little 
om the brute beaſts. 
T Wherefore the Father of this Fraterni- 
was not fo much careful of concealing 
felf in refpe& of his own intereft ; 
ht herein he wifely conſulted the good 
iid welfare of his ſucceſſors and the 
nole Fraternity. Shall we eſteeme him 
vife man whois not wife for himfelfe ? 
chat Ariſtippus, Anaxarchus and many 
Mhers do worthily beare their dif- 
ilf aces. Pae) 
Every one by dangerous atcheivements 
d noble exploits can get renown ; and 
ne have grown famous by notorious 
Wd execrable villaniess As Herojtratus 
o fired the great Temple of Diana: 
t this our Author and his Succeffors 
gacealethemfelves, very well knowing 
hat a fting Honour and Popularity 
ries in the taile of it; not that they 
te or {corne humane Society, but that 
iy may asit were at a diftance behold 
i$: enormities of men, being onely 
ctators and not actors. Democritus is 
: reported 
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reported to have put out his eyes that h 
might not fee the vanity and emptin elf] 
of the world in refpe& of goodaetí? and 
vertue, and its fulneſſe of deceit, luxury 
and all vice: But our Author and hi 
Succeſſors have taken a very wife court! 
to conceale chemfelves: no man tha 
would exactly fec an object, will fixe body, 
his eyes upon it; neither will a wife mai 
put himfelfe into the hands of cithe 
Mercaiy or Mars, they being Patrons € 
The fes and Robbers; neither wil! hj 
entruſt himſelfe with Jupiter or Apo 
ſince that the one isarm:d with thunad 
bolts, the other with arrowes, by whit 
the unfortunate Hyacinthus perifhed, an] 
was Metamorphofed into a flower beai 
ring his name. " | 
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CHAP. IIL 


oncerning the general intent and 
eff ed of tbefe Lawes with the par- 
ticular Circwaftances of Place, 
Time, Meanes, and the End. | 


TE have already at large difcourféd 
of the maker and efficient cauſe 
af thefe Lawes; now we fhall treat of 
eir Effects and Circumſtances. 
That is properly termed an effect 
hich in all points agrees with its caufe s 
»that if our Author was an upright 
ian, theſe Lawes which flow from hir 
all likewife be good, it being a very rate, 
ling to fee a vertuous off-(pring degene- 
ite from their Parents and Anceftors. 

It is evident enough that thefe Lawes 
0 anſwer their intention, by that’ order 
ad firme knot. of friendfhip which yet 
Mtinues amongft that Honorable So- 

E" C2 ciety ; 
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ciety ; for if Reafon, Nature, and Truth, 
had not juftified their proceedings, jJ. 
doubtleffe they had long fince been ruins 
ed and come to nothing. Many indeed 
aime well, but yet hit not the marke; and 
we know that a fudden florme croſſes they, 
endeavour and defire of the Mariner img, 
arriving at his ſafe Haven: even io hey, 
that ſets himſelfe to any noble exploits) 
fhall finde blocks in his ways and if hej, 
goes thorow with it,God fhould have due}, 
thankes by whofe providence and bleſ- 
fing he obtaines fo happy an iffue. ! 
Hitherto theſe Brethren have not red; 
pented of their condition, neither will, 
they ever, being fervants tothe King of 
Kings, all the fruits of their labours thej 
dedicatetohim. Religion with them ii ' 
in greater eſteeme then any thing in th@,, 
World; as well in the Book of natur 
asthe written word they read and fludy 
Gods Omnipotency, his Providence anth, 
his Mercy; they account it their duty td, 
helpe and relieve the poor and op}, 
preffed 5 and ſurely ſuch actions becomy, 
Chriftians; fo unworthy a thing it 1 
that Heathens and Turkes ſhould oud, 
ſtrĩpe us in them! =|. 
It is not neceſſary that any. f I 
* Eno; 
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enow their place of meeting, but they 
"Éwhom it properly concerns. We are 
"Sure that ĩt is not in Utopia, or amongſt 
"Bhe.Tartars, but by chance in the middle 
"Ef Germany; for Europe feemes to re- 
emble a Virgin, and Germany to be her 
belly; it is not decent that a Virgin 
hould diſcover her ſelfe, leſt ſne rather 
e accounted a Strumpet then a Virgin : 
et it ſuffice that we know her not to be 
Barren; to have conceived, yea and 
"brought forth this happy Fraternity: 
ilthough hers is a Virgin-wombe, yet 
he have teem'd with many rare and un- 
snown Arts and Sciences. We meane 
sermany which at preſent flowrifheth 
nd aboundeth with Rofes and Lilies, 
growing in Philofophical gardens where 
10 rude hand can crop or fpoile them. 
The Heſperian Nymphs have their a- 
Mode here; Ægle, Heretuſa, and Heſpre- 
ufa, with their golden boughes, leſt they 
ngainebecomea prey to Hercules, are 
Here fecured. Here are Geryous vaft bulls 
on faire and ſafe paſtures; neither Cacus, 
Nor any malicious perfon can fteale or 
derſecute them. Who can deny that the 
Golden Fleece is here, or the princely 
Garden of Mars and Aeta who is feigned 
fs. ta 
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to be Son of Phebus and Phaetons Brother? 
here are fed the ſheep and oxen of the 
Sun called Pecudes, whence is derived the 
word Pecunia, Money the Queen of the 
World. ug yas 
It would be to no purpofe to fpeake of! 
the meanesby which thefe things have 
been deduced from. their firft Auchor; 
fince that the Brethren in their Book en- 
tituled their Fame and Confeffion, and 
in other writing have at large declared 
them. He brought them firſt from Ara- 
bia into Germany his native Country, and. 
then defigned to make up the Fraternity; i 
and theſe made the firſt part of the Book 
called M. of which there is fo much men- 
tion in their Fama; which was afterward: 
tranflated out of Arabicke into Latine 5 
out cf which Bock M. they learned many 
Myfkries, andin it as in a glaffethey 
clcare ) ‘aw the Anatomy and Idea off! 
the Univerfe: And doubtleſſe fhortly: 
they will ler the Book M. come abroad 
into the Wer d, that thoſe who covet: 
after knowledge may receive ſatĩsfact ion; 
nay Iconfidently believe that happy day 
to be at hand; fo may we judge of the 
Lion by his Paw; for as the ebbing 
and flowings of the Sea (as Bafilius Va- 
lentiuus 
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entisii peparts ) doch carry much wealth 
dod siigdomess fo theſe ſecrets 
basing into publicke view, having much 
" oime ihe Worlds Harmony fo much 

Td nuud by Pythegoray, may yeildusno 
ii: profit and content. 

Neither hath ic been- ever known that 
wo have.been fo much -alike ag this to 
he M. yes this F. is the M. neither muf 
ve expect another M. 


The end for which theſe Lawes were 
nade was the common good and benefit 
vhich partly belongs to the Prethren 
hemíelves, and partly refpe&s others, 
ther in cheir mindes or bodies to the 
urniſhing of that with. knowledge, and 
the remedying of the difeafes of che 
ther; for they being ambitious to 
profit and advantage others, have taken 
i courſe ſutable to their intentions. 
/ But if any (hall object and fay that they 
"have not confülted their own ſafety, 
II hefe things will confute 5 as alfo that 
hey have endeavoured the good and 
velfare of others. 

In this cafe the fcales hang very even, 
nclining neither to the one nor other, 
nd the firſt Unity is equivalent to the 
ith, or fecond and third linked together; 

C 4 ^^ every 
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every one( as the Proverbe hath ic) will 
chriften his own childe firt; and Rivers 
Cas the Wifeman ſpeakes) ftreame nos 
out, unleſſe the fountaine is full; he 
gives beſt, that gives ſo to one that he 
may give oftentimes. 
But when were theſe Lawes firſt pro- 
mulgated, you may learne out of the Fa. 
ma by chance about the yeare 1413 
If he was borne in the yeare 1378. and 
travelled at 16. yeares of age, he was out 
6. yeares, and returned at the end of 8. 
but expected 5. yeares before he brought 
*hisbufincffe to any end, and gave hig, 
Lawes: But thefe things are rather d 
conje&ural then certaine, in regard that 
we want the Hiſtory in which they are in 
diſtinctly fet down. 
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CHAP. I V. 


f the Firſt Law, and the excellency of 
Medicine above other Arts to which 
tbe Brethren are devote. 
"TE are now come to treat! more 
particularly of each Law, and we 
vill begin with thefirfi, vx 
That whoever of them ſhall travel, 
uft profeffe Medicine and cure gratis 
ithout any reward. aa. 
Neceſſity hath forced men to invent 
Arts for their help; curioſity hath. (et 
others on worke to fatisfie Fancy, and 
luxury hath not been idle in ſeeking out 
meanes to pleafe it felfe: Now amongft 
theſe Arts and Inventions, fome are more 
noble and excellent, both in refpe& of 
i thħemfelves , as alfo in the eftimation of 
men. Do not we count it a Divine and 
Majeftical thing togovern? what more 
glorious then to wage War with fuc- 
ceffe ? 


26 The Myfterses and Lawes 


cefle? There are Merchants, Handi- 
craftſmen; and Husbandmen, in a Com- 
mon wealth, and every one acts in his 
proper ſphere. In any profound point 
in Divinicy we conſult che able Clergy 5} 
in a doubtful and ſubtile cafe we go tof 


„ „ 


Emperour, prefcribes Rules and Directi-] 
ons which the Lawyer cannot do; for, 
the Lawgiver being preſent, the Lawhathj, 
no force, and may be changed and alte-] 
red at his pleafure who firt inſtituted 
them. i 

The Phyfitian likewife fights wich theg, 
diſeaſes of mans body, and hath fharpes 
battels with chem, he overcomes to pre- 
ſerving or reftoring healch almoft loft], 
and decáyed. Hence Ariſtorle places health $ 
amongft thoſe things in which all men $. 
agree; for every one knowes that itis] 
beft, and deſires to be well, and in the 
next place to be rich and wealth. 
` Wherefore a Phyficians employment 
is fofar from being contemptible, that it 
is concerned in a mans cheifeft outward $ 


good 
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bed and happineſſe, in maintaining 
aich and curing: diſeaſes. God at firft 
seated: man’; Nature Gods handmaid 
nduceth to the generation of him from 
e (eed of both Sexes 5! and itis the Phy- 
ians office to recover man di ſeaſed, and 
reſtore him to his native health, ſo that 
is Art hath much in it of Divinity, 
ing the fame ſubject with the Crea- 
bn and Generation, viz. Man who be- 
ug created after the Image of God; was 
s by Creation, being begotten was 
atures by Generation; nay Chrift him- 
Ife being incarnate did not diſdain to 
lel, as well as the Phy fitian of the foule, 
7; alfo tobe the Phyſitian of the body. 
the Prophets amongft the Iſraelites pra- 
iced, Phyfick , The Prieſts amongſt the 
egyptians out of whofe number the 
ings were chofen. Laftly great Princes 
ive fludied chis Art, not covetoufly for 
ie reward, but that they might help the 
“lke. We have heard: of fome who ha- 
(“ing flaine many in a juſt War, yet to 
leſeare themfelves have freely given Phy- 
ck, doing good to men to expiate the 
‘Mare they had formerly don 
i Wherefore fince the Profeſſion of Phy- 
Meck is ſo high fo noble and ſacred, e 
nee 
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need not admire that amongft!other Art 
ahd ences in whith they excell, theſ 
Brethren of ‘thé Honourable ~ Society} 
fhould chufe and prefer this above then 
all. I confidently: believe that theyf 
knowing tlie moſt intimate fecrets of Na‘? 
ture can naturally: produce very rangi 
effects, which may as much amaze an ig 
norant Spe&ator/as the Gorgens head 
bu Medicine was dearer to them, as being} 
ef moſt profit and greateft value. | 
» But {ome perhaps may, exclaime again 
theſe Brethren; ſay ing that they are nof 
Phy ſitians, but meere Empericks who in 
trude upon Phyſick: Such indeed ſhoule 
fir. look at home, and then abroad. T 
conſeſſe that few of the Brethren havi 
had their: educacion, but yet they ard 
great Schollars; not frefh or rawe irf 
profound learning, but the greateft pro 
ficients. They compound that Medici | 
which they adminifter, it being as it werd 
themarrow of the great Worlcc 
os Fo, fpeake yet more plainely, thein 
Medicine is Prometheus his fire which by 
the aſſiſtance of Minerva he Rale from the 
Sun, and conveyed it into man; although 
diſeaſes and maladies were afterwards by 
the gods ( as the Poets feigne) inflicted 
A r O al 
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men, yet the Balſome of Nature was 
fore powerful then the diftempers « 
xidihis fire was fpread over all the World 
tdbnducing to the good both of body and 
jb ind, in freeing the one from infirmities, 
He other from greivous paſſions; for 
qlothing doth more chear and make glad 
nige keart of man then this Univerfal Me- 
icine; precious ftones wrought into 
btile powder, and leafe-gold are the 
ngredients of this powder commonly 
;Jjalled Edel beriz pulver: Zfchilus doth 
attribute the invention of. Pyremency, the 
ig ompoſition of Medicines, the fir wor- 
ing upon Gold, Iron, and other mettals, 
dfo: Prometheus; hence the Athenians. tre- 
ted an Altar common to him, Valcan- 
ind Pallas, confidering: how much fire 
,ponduced to the finding out of the fecrets 
ef nature: But we muf know that a 
fourfold fire is required to bring this Me- 
{dicine to perfection, and if one of them 
is wanting, the whole labour is loſt. 
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That the Cure of difeafes by {pecifte 
remedies of occult quality, which th 
Fraternity ufeth, is moft ‘futabl 
to mans Nature, and prevalent a 
gainſt all diftempers. 
E muft not by what hath been hi 
therto fpoken fuppofe that ‘thi 
Brethren ufe Medicines which are not na 
tural; for they have Vegetables and Mi 
nerals, but they having a true know 
ledge of the fecret and occult operation 
ef things, know what will be moft cffe 
&ualfor their purpofe. . 
They have their Panchreſta, their Poly- 
chrefta, their Manus Chrifti, and othe 
great titles; their Narcoticas and Alex- 
ipharmaca, of which Galen and others d 
much boaft, thinking them a prefent help 
at a dead lift; and to colour their cheats, 
ftriétly command chat none [hall eithe 
pra 
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reſeribe or give them wkhout a large 
bee, as if the price added vertue to them, 
and the effect did much depend upon the 
coft. 

The Brethren alfo have variety of Me- 

dicines; fome called Kings, fome Prin- 
ces, fome Nobles, and others Knights, 
gach one being denominated according 
to its excellency and worth: But we 
muft take notice that they prefcribe not 
laccording to che purfe, but the infirmity 
of the Patient; neither do they defire 
a reward before hand; they likewife fit 
not a childes {hoe to an old man, becaufe 
#a due proportion ought to be carefully 
lobícrved ;a dram is ſufficient for the one, 
and an ounce of the fame Medicine for 
he other. Who would not think it ab- 
ue ſurd to apply the fame Plaiſter to the 
ah hardned and brawny hand of a Plew- 
aman, and to the delicate and neat hand 
of a Schollar or Gentleman? 
He chat practiſeth Phyfick aright doth 
i confider the different temper of perfons 
ln in the fame difeafe, as a learnėd Judge 
za doth not alwayes give the fame judge- 
p ment in che fame caufe, which circum- 
aij ances may very much alter: The Bre- 
" thren look chiefly to the conftitution ^w 
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the Patient, and do accordingly pre- 
fcribe... TH qd 

They have in all things experience tofy 
confirme their knowledge ; they ufe ver 
choice » Vegetables which they gather 
when they are impregnated with heaven- 
ly influences, not deluded with com- 
mon idle Aftrological notions, but cer- 
tainly knowing at. what time they haves) 
received a ſignature effectual to fuch a "n 
end; and they apply thefe Vegetables tohy 
150 diſeaſes for which they were inten- 

ca. A 

It is a moſt irrational thing when nasi 
ture hath. afforded us fimple Medicines] 
to cor ret and amend its deficiences, that, 
we fhould mixe and compound with qua- 
lities hot, cold, moiſt, and dry, fo that]; 
one Specifick being perhaps fecretly ofa 
contrary operation to another ingre- 
dient, the proper vertues of both, if noth; 
loſt, yet are much diminifhed. END n 
The Galenifts fay chat the firſt Quali- in 
ties do alter, that the fecond do either}, 
thicken or attenuate, and fo foolifhly and 
ignorantly of thgreft : Whereas each 
Vegetable hath. init vertue eſſentially toj 
chafe away that diísafe to which it: mayſ 
rightly be applied. Ic is here in Medicine} 
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Some may ask, what is here meant by 
i oecific Ianíwer chat I intend» that 


Mite Quality, becauíe it is neither hot, 
id, moiſt, nor dry 5. becauſe indeed 
‘ae profound knowledge was above 
tf eir reach or underftanding. 

Puleſcus de Taranta, lib. 7. cap. 18. 
wines or deſcribes the Galenical occult 
Miuality. A queftion is ſtarted how a 
libcuft hanged about the neck doth cure 
WF Quarcane ? To which they anfwer, 
Mat if chefe Empirical Medicines have 
diy fuch verte; they have it from their 
cult Quality; which contains the Spe- 
ick form of the diſtemper conjoin 
ch the influence of the Stars: but then 
: may ask what that totall propriety is? 
itdverrboes calls ica Complexion; others 
that it is the fubftancial form of £ 
mpound body y fome will have it to be 
yide whole mixture, viz. The Form, the 
ngfatter, and Complexion, which Avicen- 
i$ names the whole fubftance, Wr 
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faid that a body hath neither operation dy 
from the Matter nor Quality, but the }y 
whole Subftance or Compofition. " 
But to fpeak truely. and clearly as it}, 


is a natural vertue and certai 
nation flowing from che inline A 
venly bodies, fo particularly difpofing} 
the Form to be introduced, that itis (as it}, 
were) determined to its proper object. 
whereby. after due preparation of che}, 
matter, and conjunction of the form, th 
whole Subſtance or mixed body neceſſa- n 
rily produces a. proportionable effei 
And Avicenna perhaps meant thus much 
whence Hruoldus in his Book De Cauſſiy 
Sterilitatis, faith that the peculiar pro 
priety of a thing is its nature which, pro 
ceeds from the right: diſpoſition of che, 
parts to be mixed, and this is called arr. 
occult Quality, to moft men unknowiſii 
becauſe of its difficulty. Hence it ij. 
that Nature is ſtiled a Complexion, nof, 
becauſe itis fo properly, and found oufi, 
by reafon, its fecrets being onely difcopy. 
vered by experiment and practice: by 
this the underſtanding knows thate 
perienceis above reafon; becaufe thet. 
are fo many experiments of which wiy 
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Win give no rational account, nor finde 
fut any method to ſatisfie our {elves 
oncerning them. s 
By whathath hitherto been ſpoken, it 
Fainly appears that the whole propriety 
any ching is not tbe Complexion ; for 
Hit werefo, all things which. have the 
me propriety,wculd confcquenily have 
e famecomplexion, which is falfe ; for 
Wubarb and Temarmds-from their whole 
Wopriety do attract and draw chalet, 
id yet are not of the ſame complexion, 
‘nus Valeſcus. vr d t i 
Ic is therefore evident that the true 
opriety of Medicinal things is onely 
own by experiment, and not by the 
[fe Galenical rules of Art; which do not 
qve us light into the nature of any 
ple. For inſtance, conſider the Roſe, 
ſends forth a moſt pleaſant perfume, 
d is of a ruddy lovely colour, not in 
ſepect of che Quality cold and dry, but 
that proper vertue eſſentially in it ; 
'icher can there be any deduction from 
ofe Qualities being not ſubject to Taft, 
Feeling, to Hearing, and conſequently 
ne at all, becauſe Specificks have ano- 
er original. i 
dow are the firſt Qualities obferved ? 
D2 h not 
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not from their effence and nature, but a, 
ſenſe difcovers them, whence reafory | 
draws a concluliom: Buc we fee no 
how reafon candetermine concerning thj 
Qualities of a Rofe, whether it is hot 
cold, moiſt, and dry, unleffe ic hath been 
informed by the fentes; as by thecolourj 
fent, tafte, or couch. 
But theſe Rules are altogether uncer}, 
tain and fallacious, and there are mor|; 
experiments to overthrow then to con 
firme them; for who dare affirm that alf 
cold things have no fent, that all ho 
things have ſent? that all ſented ching) 
are hot, that all that have no fent ar 
cold; or, that white things are cold of 
hot, that red things are hotter chen whit 
or contrarily that bitter things are hof 
-narcotick cold? &c. for Oyium, che {piri 
of wine, the Rofe and more things will. 
confute fuch an opinion ; fo that tb 
Qualities do depend upon fuch uncei] 
tainties in refpe& of every fimple, that |]. 
is far better to truſt to experience tj 
fearch into the fecrets of Nature, thel 
vainly to trifle away time in gatherin], 
the fecond Qualicies from the firft, an 
the third from the fecond, or to gal 
reafon by ſenſe; a thing moft m$ 
unle 
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inleffe it bé in the cure of diſeaſes where 
Tie Qualities are in confuffon. 
When the Ægyptiaus underftood this, 
hey ftudied and moft efteemed of that 
hyfick which was experimental, and 
ot nocional ; and therefore they ufed to 
lace their Sick perfon in the ftreets, that 
any one ot the people that paſſed by 
2d laboured under the fame diſeaſe, he 
light tell the Specifick remedy with 
bich he was cured; whence it ſome- 
mes ſo falls out that an old woman or 
ma Emperick in fome certain difeafes 
ay effec more by one proper fpecifick, 
Tien many Phy ſitians by their methods 
fid long courtes. 
Iwould not be miíunderftood, as if 
Tiere were no judgement to be ufed in the 
Aminiftration ofPhyfick, but that ex- 
erience fhould be the onely guide; Me» 
cine whether ſpeculative or practical, 
uſt concur and meet in truth: I ſay 
e muſt not as to the invention or pre- 
ription of Phyfick truſt too much to 
Jeafon enformed falfly concerning the 
fature of things but when experience 
Nich confirmed us in myfteries and 
crets, becauſe reafon is too weak: fighted 
reach them, we muft not perverfly flighe 
D3 them, 
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them, difefféeming enviouſſy what w 
cannot attain, ~ i "ud 
I do not account him a rational Physlr 
ſit ian who hath onely a large fcrowle onm 
bill of Simples in his memory, and catiji 
-diftinGly tell you what are hot in chee 
firſt degree what in the fecond, what inpo 
the third and can run thorow the fecone 
‘Qualities and thifd ; and if at any tim 
he is called to a Patient, from this rabblg 
as from the belly of the Trojane horti 
iſſue many Receipts, many bands, wher}! 
he is ignorant of che moft inconſiderab l 
Simple, and knows not how rightly tt 
apply it: Shall not he who underſtand 
and is well acquainted with his Medi 
cines, be of more repute? A few felel 
preſcriptions that ate infallible and ef 
Cual! to the cure, are vf more worth theft 
“a rude multitude of G enical Receipts, 
We have indecd nw fo great varietf th 
of Medicine, that it puzzles a Phy fitis 
more to chule what is beft then to invent] ty 
for it is not the abundance of remedii 
that overcomes a difeafe; but the vertu 
method, order, and choice of time an 
place, that give ſucceſſe. 5 
We read in Hiſtories of the ^courdP 
and skill of a Spartane King who wil 
i- a ban 
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a band of 400. ftout Lacedemonians poſſeſ- 
(ed the ftreights by which Xerxes fhould 
paff: with, an Army. of 1700000. and 
nade there a great flaughter of them; 
hen the infulting Perſian boaſted that 
they would clofe the Sun with their ar- 
rows ; the Spartaine King anfwered that 
then we willfight in the (haddow. 
$ By thefe examples it appears that a 
fele& company of choice fouldiers have 
reat advantage againſt a confuſed mul- 
@titude; And vhy are not a few choice 
remedies bey ond an heap of vain receipts? 
Some have ſaid that an Army is com- 
pleat that hath.an hundred thouſand; 
and if the number exceeds, it will be tu- 
multuous, and in no order and difci- 
pline. We may aſſert the like of Medi- 
eine, if it increafeth to a great number, it 
rather kills then cures; for every Spe- 
cifick waging war or being oppofite 
to another, muſt neceſſarily diſturb Na- 
tures peace and tranquillity. 
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Although other Phyfitians may c hal- 
lenge, as indeed they deferve, a due 
reward ; yet the Brethren do cure 
gratis, not valuing money. , 


Wes in Hiſtory that great per- 


ſons, Kings and Princes, have 
entertained famous and learned Phyſi- 
tans, not onely allowing chem a confi- $ 
de rahle annual ſtipend, but have raifed f. 
them to great preferment and honour : 
Eraſiſtratus found out the diſeaſe of An- 
tiochus, vic. his love of his mother in Law, 
of which he recovered bim, and received 
of his Son Piolomy an hundred Talents 2 
Democides reftores the Tyrant Polyerdhes | 
for two Talents of Gold; The ſame 
perfon for curing Darius had given tog 
him | 
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ma very rich chaine of Gold, and two 
siden Cups. Jacobus Cotlerius Phyſi- 
an to Lewis the fecond King of France, 
id 50000. Crowes yearely paid him; 
id Thaddeus the Florentine got 50 
rownes daily, travelling up and down 
cure the ſicke. 

The reward and gaines Phyſick bring- 
h in hath cauſed many Students to 
nploy all their time and labour therein, 
ho for the moſt part look more to the 
cofit then health of their Neighbour, 
ad good of the Common- wealth: If 
e indeed confider to how many infirmi- 
es we are ſubject, we fhall finde Phyſick 
»be as neceffary as food and raiment; 
‘Ind then able Fhyfitians are to be fought 
‘thr, who may judicioufly adminifter it; 
ut no man will employ all his paines, 
fof, and labour, in that of which he (hall 
zap no harveſt; who will beanothers 
ui erVant for no wages? Will a Lawyer 
lead without his Fee? neither is there 
miny injunction or law to command and 
td blige a Doctor to cure for nothing. It 
u:|zould be very hard and rigorous, if any 
i nan fhould be forced to give away what 
aroperly belongs to him. Menecrates 
| ihe Syracuſan had nothing for his paines 
tin but 


j 
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but- affected’ Divinity; he would bay 
thought and accounted Jupiter, which 
was warfe then if he had required a 
ward ſutable to his Calling. 4 
Ihe Brethren are fo far trom receiving 
a Fee, that they fcorneit ; ſo far from) 
vain glory of their ſucceſſe, that they. 
will not have {fuch a favour acknowWhy 
ledged. They have not one Mcedicinly 
for a great man, another for the poong 
but equally refpe& both; frequent in vifil 
ting, comforters imaffliction, and reliefi 
vers gf the poor 3 Their labour is thei}, 
reward, their painesto them gain; r 
Mice or other Vermine can diminifh theil 
heap, no Dragon or wild Beaſt can eithe}jy 
poiton or exhauſt their Fountain. | 
Cælius bib. 165, Cap. 10. tells us g 
Philo a Phyfitian, who found out certai 


the gods; but this great Title was but au 
Ivie hang out for a thew to take the eye 

of che Spectatours; to ſurpriſe the eare ; 
of the Hearers, which promifed mor 
chen they performed, andracherdelude} , 
then helped any, having a glorious oui 
fides but within dregs and corrupt: -Bef y 
the Brethren although they have the mof y 
cfhicacious Medicines in che World, yt 


- 
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hey had rather conceal the Vertues then 
ioaft of them; their Pos ders perhaps 
Enay be accounted a little Cinaber or, 
owe flighe ſtuffe, but they effect more 
hen ſeems to be expected from them: 
hey poſſeſſe the Phalaia and Afa ot Ba- 
Mlius, the Nepenthes that drives away for- 
W-ow of Hemer and Trifmegiftas, the Oynt- 
nent of Gold, the fountain of Jupiter 
Hammon, which at night is hot, at noon 
s cold, lukewárme at fun riſing and fet- 
ing; for they contemn gaines and in- 
come by their poſſeſſion, neither are they 
enticed with Honcur or Preferment; 
hey are not fo overfeen as one of whom 
Ely ſpeakes, who wrote againſt others 
Jaffectation of eſteeme, and placed his 
name in the Frontiſpeice of his Book that 
he might be more Known; they embrace 
fecurity, and are not buried but live and. 
are active in ſilence. T 
Isnot this a rare Society of men who 
are injurious to none, but {eek thagood 
and happineffe of aM, giving to each 
i perfon what appertains to him ?  Thefe 
ne do not adore therifing Sun, 
meere Paraſites, who conforme themfelves 
to the becks of great men, their words. 
and actions are masked with cheats, 

It 
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It is reported that the Statue of Diana 
by Art was {o framed,that if a prefent was 
brought to her by a Pilgrime, fhe would 
fhew a cheareful and pleafing cotntes 
nance ; but if any one came empty fhe 
frowned, was angry, and feemed to 
threaten: even fo is the whole World, 
wherein all things are fubjc& to Gold; 
this duftofthe earth is of no value wich 
them, becaufe thofe things are low in 
their eyes which others much adore. 
They had rather finde out a Myftery in 
Nature then a Mine; and as Gold ſerves 
to help forward their ſtudies, fo they 
eſteeme of ic: They wifhand are ambi 
tious of the age of Solomon wherein there 
was fo great plenty at Jerufalem as tile 
on the houfes ,filver as common as ſtones 
in the ſtreet: fo in the golden age its 
ufe was not known ; men were contented 
with what Nature freely afforded them, 
Jiving friendly under the Government of 
the father of the family, without broiles, 
luxury; pride, much leſſe war. 


CHAP, 
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Ilabas in Atedicine ceuſured; as the 
long bills for oſtentation, that tbe 
Phyſitian may not feeme an Empe- 
rick, and for tbe Apothecaries gain, 
without refpe to the benefit and 
purſe of the difeafed, when à fem 
choice Stmples might do the cure. 


TE daily fee how many- weeds 

VV ſprung from Gold, have and do 
hill overrun. the whole World; it hath 
not onely overthrown Cities, deſtroyed 
if Common- wealthes, but alfo hath corrup- 
ted the Arts, and of Libera] made them 
almoft Servil. 

Let us a little ( paffing by the reft ) caft 
our eyes upon Medicine, whofe ftreames 
che further they have run from the Foun- 
‘cain, the more dirt and mire they have 

drunk 
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drunk up, and now at laft they are fu]f!! 
of flanch and filthinetfe. We before hav 
ſaid chat Natures contented with a lit 
tle, which holds good as well in fickne 
as in health; for the more fimple diet is 
the eaſier it is digeſted, becauſe it is har 
to turn many heterogeneous things inte 
one ſubſtance: fo likewiſe in difeafes]! 
the variety of Ingredients diſtracts, if no d 
totally hinders Nature in her operation] 
in regard fhe ſtruggles not onely with the 
infirmity but the very remedy ; and how}! 
can thofe things which are oppoſite andi! 
fight amongft themfelves, procure anch 
maintain peace ? f 

We confeffe that a judieiBus compofi 
tion is neceffary, becaufe one fimple fpes 
cifick cannot confer to the cure of com 
plicated diftempers ; ſo that more fiip lest 
cunited may effect that which one cu 
not; neither would we be thought f Of 
abſurd as to queſtion ſo good and requis 


Fruits; Barkes, hot or cold, in the firſt, f. 
ſecond, and third, degree; fo that you]? 
(hall have thirty; forty;*or — Ir 
Lu ients 
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(lintsin. one Receipt; to fhew the Me- 
ry and Art of a dull and blocki(h . 
dyfitian,and to help the knavifh Apo- 
fecary, who extolishis gain for lear- . 
Pineffe, «he quick utterance of his drugs 
experimental knowledge. 
On the contrary, if any one making 
Anſcience of what he undertakes fhali 
fcribe a few. rare and approved, 
almples(( as that famous Crato did, Phy- 
lian to three Cæſars) he {hall be thought 
gd Ignoramus, if not a meer Empyrick.s. 
hough he excell thofe Receiptmon- 
Irs by far in all parts or learning. 
Take notice how the Apothecaries 
ht a ſhort though effectual Bill, be- 
aſe it brings in little profit 3 but if they 
ceive one a Cubit long, they bleſſe 
demíelves: and thus the Patient pays 
r his fickneffe, when if he recovers, his 
Jurſe will be fick. Cw 
Conſider how ‘injurious theſe are to. 
ich perfon and the Common- wealth 5 
IA deſtroying the one they diminiíh the 
Ather; for if they remain, yet are they 
Jat poor members thereof; the diſeaſe is 
rotracted by the contrariety of Medi- 
nes, and Nature weakned: We account 
abſurd when a ſtraight way leads to 


the 
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the wood, for haſte to countermarch and 
make windings which may confound 
and not further: multitude breeds in 
moft things confofion, but efpecially in 
Medicine, when the effences of Simples are}: 
not known. 
We may fetch examples to confirmet 
this from a Court, where if every one athi 
the fame time may plead and declare hish 
opinion, thecafe would be made moren 
intricate; fo far would they be from de- 
ciding the controverſy: Wherefore al 
few wife Counfellers on each fide will 
clearly ſtate the Caſe, and bring it to a 
füdden and fafe determination. T 
ſame diſcord will appearein Phyfick, iff 
each Simple in the fame difeafe fhould! 
have its operation, when a few fele& ones 
may quickly do the bufineſſe. | 
It as therefore an expedient courſe 
out of many things to chuſe a few, ouch 
of thoſe that are good to pick the beſt, f 
which may afi and ſtrengthen Nature}: 
in her conflict; if theſe obſervations 
were taken notice of, a Phy fitian would 
not be reputed able for his large rudek 
Bills, but for the Quality of his Ingre- 
dients; the Apothecary would have more 
cuſtome, becauſe men would not be fri — 
te 


" 
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Ed with the charge, and dye to fave ex- 
mences, but willingly ſubmit to an eaſy 
Ind honeſt cure. 
Every thing is not to be eſteemed ac- 
Wording to its bulk; we fee that brute 
eaſts in body and quantity exceed a 
an; but yet che leſſe being Rational and 
tiie doth govern the other: a little 
old is more worth then an heap of 
unes; then a Mine of bafe mettals; fo 
Medicine, a ſmall quantity may have 
ore vertue in it chen a great meaſure of 
any Simples. * 
[cis ſufficiently known to wife men, 
at the (ame hearbs do alter under fe- 
fral Climates ;and that which is inno- 
at in one may be poifon in another; 
lherefore it is not ſafe to compound 
Mia, Arabia, America, Germany, and 
Meland together; for the Sun and 
inets have a different influxe upon this 
bel chat Country, and accordingly alter 
f Planets; Nay we cannot be ignorant 
jut the fame feild abounds, as with: 
olefome fo with venemoüs hearbs ; 
quil have examples of this truth in Mine- 
s; for common falt alone is harme- 
$e, as alſo your vulgar Mercury; but 
heſe two be fublimed together they - 
; E becom 
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become’ venemous and ranke poifon : 
but perhaps fome may think that chis 
proceeds from Mercury ; which indeed is) 
falfe: for it may be brought by Art to 
run again, and chen its innocency returns fj 
fo likewife the fpiric of Vitriol may be 
-taken without danger mixed with ano 
ther liquor, and the water of Salt-Pete 
may be received into the body; but i 
thefe.two be diftilled together, they 
makea water that will eat any metel ; 
except Gold, and certain death to anih, 
one that ſhall take it; but if you add 
to the former Armoniacks, its ſtrength 
increaſed, and it will reduce Gold in 
a wary and fluid ſubſtance, yet its natuij 
is pure and perfect. 

It may be objected that Treacle, M 
thridate, and Confection of Hamed 
with others were compounded of ma 
Simples, which being after long ferme. 
tation well digefted became moft fov 
raign remedies, and have been in-ufe2 
moll GO. years,, and have helped ma 
thoufands of people. 

We deny not but thefe compofitio 
are «xcellent, and have been in gr 
elteme in foregoing and latter Ages; 


Hkcwife approve perhaps of fx hun 
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more, if they are grounded upon expe- 
l| riences for they who firft invented thefe 

' 3 
i Medicines did not confider whether che 
Qualities were hot or cold, but to their 
Nature and Eſſen ce, as they either reſiſted 
poifon, or conduced to the Evacuation 
of ill Humours ih the body, as in Treacle 
here is vipers flefh, ‘and many others of 
the fame vertue. Our difcourfe is againft 
he vain extemporary oftentation in pre- 
cribing of Medicines compounded of 
Plants hot, dry, cold, and moiſt, in this 

Ind that eer ee 

We knew a’Phyfitian who was wont to 
oaſt that he knew not any: one particu- 
Ar experiment, but all remedies’ were 
like to him refpective, the firſt, fecond , 
i "ind third Qualities: and’ this ſurely 
o roceeded from his ignorance of what 
amas to be known; but a wife and prudent 
mitit fearches more narrowly, and de- 
ends to particulars, For indeed it is 
hore eafiy by general rules to paflea 

gement of Simples, then by experience 
finde out the proper vertue of Speci- 
‘KS; and the feaſon is Pecauſe each 
fimple hath! a peculiar property which 
j-fingnifhech it from another, aud fome- 
"mes contrary 3 ray the Qualities do 
| | M. not 
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not onely differ in reſpect of others, but 
the ſame Simple may have effects diffe- 
ring in it ſelfe, as it appears in Rubarb, 
which in reſpect of its firſt Qualities, 
hot and dry, it doth encreaſe Choler in 
mans body, but in refpe& of its eſſence 
and ſpecifick nature it purgeth it. To 
paſſe by Opium and Vinegar with many 
others, we ſee how the ſame thing in their 
firſt, fecond, and third Qualities have 
many times contrary operations; fo 
Rannet makes thinne thickned blood offi 
the hare, but if it be very fluid it thic - 
kens it; fo alfo Vitrioll according to its] 
nature doth, penetrate and is aſtringent 
yet it doth repel and difperfe Lead out- 
wardly applyed to it: though Quick 
ſilver is moft weighty, yet by the fire i 
i fublimed and aſcends; and though ith 
i? a thick groffe body, it may yetby Ar 
be made to peirce any body, and after 
wards beréduced to its own native pu 
rity. i ? 4 ê 3 E E \ 1 21 
Many more proofes might be brought 
for their is nothing in the World ho 
abje& and low foever but it hath a ſtamp 
upon it, as a fure feale of its proper ver 
tue, of which he that is ignoran 
hath hitherto attained but the husk 
an 
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buſa nd hell, the outfide of knowledge. 

fef Left therefore this errour in judgement 
o ould corrupt practice, and mens lives 
ink hereby fhould bein danger, we thought 
ii t a good peice of fervice to defire thofe 
wfwho bend and employ their ftudies in 
he Honorable faculty of Medicine, to 


xil pecifick s, then to follow generals which 
© commonly deceive. We ought not 
0 fhew our ſelyes fo impious and undu- 
fiful, as being in honour,having encreaſe 
ipf riches, to ſcorne our poor parents; fo 
ifExperience is the mother of Art; and 
anghall we now contemn her as having no 
uheed of her? Experience hath been fti-. 
ped che Miftreffe of Fooles, and Reafon 
ehe Queen of Wife men; but in a different 
hiefpe&t they ought not to be feparated ; 
idis many Experiments beget Reafon, ſo 
Kea ſon maintains and adornes Expe- 
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CHAp. VIII. 


That many Medicines becaufe of their 
high titles, and the fond opinion of]. 
men, who think that beft which coftshy 
moft, are in great eſteem; thought, 
others of lefe price, proper to the 

` Country are far above them in excel- 
lency and worth. — 


a 


Efides the abuſes mentioned in the 

foregoing Chapter, another is crept 

in; the former were cheats in reſpect off} 

Quantity and Quality; here by this the}}, 

purſe is emptied ; for they fall in with 

mens humours, who then think a thing} 
good when they have well bought it. : 


Emplaifler for the Squinancy, by which hel 
got an hundred Crownes, which indeed 
Was in it felfeof little worth; for there 
are many things of excellent ufe whieh if}, 

e ji they 
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hey were divulged, would be foolifhly 
eſpiſed, becaufe vulgar hands pollute 
qvbatever comes into them; {fome reafon 
aay be why after they are not fo ſucceſ- 
al, becaufe the Imagination and Fancy 
rorks not fo ftrongly, and defponds as 
fo the cure from fuch flight'meanes, and 
o hinders the operation; for although 
Another mans imagination hath little 
‘Norceupon me, yet mine own much alters 
ne body. and either hinders or furthers 
(ll remedy in its working. 

id Aschisisclearein many difeafes, fo 
dMpecially in Hypocondriack Melancho- - 
by, called che fhame of Phy ſitians, becaufe 
farely eured; wherein the non-effecting 
f the cure depends upon the prejudiced 
Imagination of the Patient, who defpairs 
help; for cares, greife, and deſpair, 
fo alter and change the blood, corrode 
he heart, overwhelme the ſpirits, that 
ihhey cannot performe their offices; if 
dherefore theſe can firſt be removed, there 
very great hope of recover y. 

Under this Cloak many cover their 
it navery and covetouſneſſe, who ſeek no- 
afhing but gain by their practice; for 
ehey call their Medicines by great names, 
hat the imagination of the Patient 
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clofing with fo rich and precious reme- fa 
dies may promote the cure; and there- n 
fore they compound their Medicines ofj 
rare Ingredients, as Gold, Silver, Pearls, 
Pezoar, Ambergreafe, Musk, and many} 
more; and then they chriften them ac- 


the Balfome of Life, the Great Eliæar, thegr 
Reftorative of Life, Potable Gold, Butter 
and Oyle of the Sun: and who indeed 
can reckon up their tricks by which they 
draw in and delude fuch multitudes off) 
ignorant pepple ? yet their great names 
are not altogether inſignificant; for by 
their Balſom of Life, they meane that 
which maintains and keeps themſelves 
alive. 
But grant thefe coftly Medicines to be 
good and ufeful, yet they muft confeſſeſ 
that others not fo chargeable have grea- 
ter vertues in them. j * 
We may alfo queftion whether they 
deale honeftly, and do not fella little 
falt for Gold, and ranke poifon for th 
Balfom of life we have known fome at 
deaths door by their Mercury: I {peak 
this chat others may be cautious; «hink 


c 


what would come of it, when one miſta- 
king adminiſtred Opium for Apium 01 
l Parfly 1 
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aríly : thus they try experience upon 
iens bodies, and kill one to ſave ano- 
Yr. 

Befides, though thefe may be very 
cellent Cordials or Antidotes, y e tae 
ey not appropriated to the difeafe, and 
confequently little conducing to the 
reife. 

Confider then the abufe ; the Patient 
ays a great price for that which isof 
mall advantage to him, and ſcornes 
hofe meanes which are at an eaſiy rate; 

herein alio there is no danger, as being 
»y experience confirmed, and by all 
ands received. 

Itis not hard to prove that each Coun- 
ry abounds with Simples fuitable to the 
Diſeaſes of that Country, and that we 
eed not go India, or uſe Exotick 
Drugs. a 

This Queſtion hath been handled by 
any learned men; at prefent we will 
ot {pend much time about it. We deny 
not men the ufe in Food and Phyſickof 
India and Arabicke Spices ; neither do we 
condemn other moft excellent gifts of 
God, but here we finde fault with the 
price; letus therefore ufe them in thei, 
place and time: Perhaps fuch precious 
f thing, 


8 
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things were intended for great perfonsji 
but yet great care muĝ be uſed in thd 
preparation that they be not Sophifticase 
ted. lfayrich men may afford to payl/ 
for thefe Medicines, who delight to eat 
and drink Gold, and hope as by that they 
can purchaſe all earthly things, fo they 
may buy health. 

Neither would we be thought ignorant io 
of the great vertu es and rare efficacy offi 
Gold; but we ſpeak againft the abuſe of fn 
thofe Impoſtors who inſtead thereof do]. 
cheat and robbe: and we can affure ally 
that there is no worth in the boiling anc 
reboiling of Gold : They indeed give 
their menftruous ftuffes for diſſolved 
Gold, which being reduced to a ſpirit 
may corrode; and let all men beware off 
it; imitating a careleſſe Cook, who ifin 
he hath loft the broth in which the meat 
hath been boiled, fets new upon the 
Table which hath no heart nor frengthth 


wayes, they fell that which remaines; 
when the Bird is gone they fell the Neft ; 
and this they call Potable Gold fpiritu- f 
alized becaufe invifible: it may be they | 
put Gold into their furnace; but that Ji 

they 1 
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ey by thofe means can produce fuch 
dicines we deny ; There were many 
exaxders, many called by the name of 
lius, but yet but one Alexander the 
eat, one Julius Cefar, the others agree 
nely in name. í 

Should any one enquire into the excel- 
ncy ofour own Countries Simples, he 
ould hive work enough upon his 
ands. We fhall leave this to another 
e and place, 

But beſides the price, may we not juſtly 
lpect the preparation, that they inftead 
true may ſell falſe compoſitions fail- 
hg in their Art and Profeſſion ? for the 
allance of Humane frailty being at the 
iine end by Juftice, at the other by Profit, 
he lat overweighs; becaufe honeft 
Hay be an hinderanceto us, but profit 
irings pleafure and delight along with 
So now Merchants count it part of 
heir Trade to learne and skill the adul- 
erating of their Commodities; when 
Ihe Thebans would admit no fuch per- 
ons to the Magiſtre cy, unleſſe they had 
(d eft off their Trade at leaf ten y ears be- 
ore, by which time they might forget 
o cozen ; but Iwill not here cenſure 
qul of that Calling: the fame may be 
13 ſaid 


60 The Myſteries and Lawes 


faid of thofe who fell Medicines, whethe 
Phyfitians or Apothecaries, if they abul 
their profeffion. | 
It remaines to ſhew that Specificks c 
Vegetables and things of little worth 
are more powerful againft any difeaf 
then thofe which are of fo great price] 
neither is the reafon fetch'd farre 5 fo 
they whofe Property abſolutly reſiſts ch 
malady, they ( I fay ) muft needs be mor 
effectually then thofe who accidentally 
fuic the difeafe, and by meer chance 
work a cure. In MechanickeArts if 
man excellent in one ſhould boaſt of hi] 
skill in another which he never faw, you 
would finde him a bungler in it; buf 
employ the fame in that Trade wherein 
he hath been brought up, and he wil 
fhew himfelf to be a workman: So ir 
difeafes, when each Specifick doth icq 
own office, there is an happy iffue, bui 
applied to another proves of no effect 
neither can it be expected from one man 
( thought he had an hundred hands) tofi 
conquer an Army, which yet choice 
Bands of experienced Souldiers may eaſi - 
ly overcome; but we have been tedious 
about this ſubject. 
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CHAP. IX. 


Vat many are haters of Chymittry ; 
and others ſcorne the ufe of Vege- 
tables and Galenical compofitiens, 
either of which may be uſeful in 
proper Cafes. . 


A SthePalats of men are not all ta- 
ken with the ſame taſte, but what 
js pleafing to one, is loathſome to ano- 
her; fo mens judgements do differ, and 
vhat one approves the other aſſents not 
nto; both which happen or are cauſed 
aks by Sympathy or Antypathy, drawing 
hem on to embrace, and provoking 
chem to hate {uch a thing; fo alfo by 
idprejudice or reafon corrupted. 

Some dare not cafte Cheefe all their 
Hife; fome abſtaine from it a few years; 
ſome drink onely water, refuſing Wine 
jor Ale; and in thefe there is great va- 
— p _ Fietys 
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riety ; no leffe is the difference among 
Mindes: Whence ic is that two mq 
ting when neither hath feen or heard 
the other, at the fich fight, (hall defire arf" 
feck each othersfriend(hip 5 and ond 
contrary, whence is it that one hates a 
other from whom he never received i 
jury? as evidently appears by one co 
ing where two are gaming, he prefentll 
fhal] finde his affection to clofe with thf 
one, and if his wifh might fucceed hf 
_ fhould winne ;and he would gladly havf 
the other lofe, though he neicher ref 
cevid courtefie from the one, nor harm 
or ill word from the other. T 
Now as much as the underftandingf 
cxcellsthe taſte, and dull and fenfuaf fa 
culty ; fo much à truly wife man furpaf 
ſeth one that cnely outwardly feems ju 
dicious; one by reflection confiders ane 
weighs the matter, the other not fo acute 
ly apprehending is tempted to rafhneffe: 
Thus many Harned men whofe Fancied 
have not been in due fubjection to thei 
underftandings, have abufed themſelves 
and have heedlefly embraced’ this ag 
good, and caft off that as evil. 
It may feem as ftrange in Medicine 
that fome Doctors — pre- 
cribe 


A 
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wibe Vegetables and Galenical Phyfick, 
pmrfedly hating Chymiftry, and that 
@hers wholly inclined tonovelty fhould 
equte all Medicines that are not Chymi- 
lly prepared. 

Both parties (in mine opinion) are 
ay ed more by. Fancy then Reaſon; for 
al uppoſe it abfolutly neceſſary to ſtudy 
WAR your ancient dogmatical Medicine 
ch as co the Speculative and the Pra- 
Iical part, and to correct the faults as 
pe have already pointed in the firſt, fe- 
nd, and third Qualities; and the fame 
ut ſe is to be taken in Chymiftry, fo 
hat they be without ſuſpition and de- 
Eit: and firſt we will begin with the 
Nd, and then proceed to the new. 

We have ſufficiently proved that there 
te occult, properties and fpecifick ver- 
nes in Simples, as no learned Galeniſt 
[ver denyed; who have alfo confeffed 
hat thefe did not work from their Quae 
ities or degrees, but their natures. to 
nitigare Symptomes, take away the 
Tauſe of the difeafe, and to Enthronize 
health in mans body. D» 

I chis be crue, why are not Phyficians 
sore careſul in gathering and rightly 
Junderffanding che nacard, of Simples? 


Ferueliu. 
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Fernelius in his Book De abditis veru ^ 
caufis, faith that this Specifick vertu}, 
which he calls the Forme, lies hid in ever}, 
part of a Simple, and is difufed through], 
out all the Elements; hence if by Chyf. 
miſtry water is drawn off, oyle is ex}, 
tracted, and Salt made out of the afhe | 
each of theſe, the Water, Oyle; and Sal 
hath the Specificall vertue of the Simples 
but I fuppofe one not fo much as ano; 
ther, yet all joyned together are perfedl}, 

and compleat, | 
Thefe things being laid down and 
confirmed; we muft confeffe that the out 
ward tangible body of any Simple tha, 
may be beaten, cut, ſifted, boiled, mings} 
led with any other, to be the barke, the 
carkaſſe, and habitation of the Specifick} 
Quality which is the pith; the foul, chef, 
houfholder : And now what fhall we] 
fay of our common preparations in Apo- 
thecaries fhops, which have good and] 
bad, nay moft corrupt in them ? would] 
not all laugh him to fcorne who being 
commanded to call a Maſter out of his 
houfe, will needs have,the houfe along 
too ? that cannot ufe the birds unleffe 
the neft be an Ingredient, that cannot 
eat Oyſters unleſſe he may alfo e 
` the 
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e hels? But the Apothecaries think 
hislawful enough, becaufe they can do 
lo better ; thefe occult Qualities indeed 
Fre fo ſubtile, that they make an eafiy 
Nea pe, unleſſe they be narrowly watch'd, 
Ind witha great skill houfed or incor- 
Jorated. Camphire lofeth its ftrength 
leffe it be cherifhed with flaxe-feed ; 
G.ubarb is preferved by waxe and the 
jrits of Wine; the Salt of goats blood 
oes evaporate,if it be not cloſe ftopp'd 
h elatfes. 

What fhall we then fay of thefe Speci- 
zal Qualities ſeparated from their bo- 
es? will not they return to their firſt 
Finciples? for who can feperate the 
Tualiie of burning from the fire? the 
lalictie of moiftning fro m the water? 
Mat if this be impoflible in (imple bodies, 
‘pw much more difficult is it in com- 
und ? 

94 could therefore wifh that Medicines 
Mere ufed which were lawful, poſſible, 
a dreafonable, that laying aſide often- 
tition and pride, truth might flourith. 

Perhaps we might allow of Syrups, 
|leps, Con ſerves, did not that great 
|'antity of Sugar clog the natural ope- 
ation ofthe Simple: Perhaps we might 
tej approve 
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approve of Ele&uaries, Opiats, Anti 
dotes, unleffe the multitude of ſimpleſ 
confufedly put together did hinder, if 
not totally extinguifh the true vertue 
Perhaps Pills, and all bitter, fowre, fharp 
ftinking Medicines are good; but yee 
they deſtroy appetite, caufe loathfomem 
neffe, hat a Patient had better endur 
the difeafethenthe remedy; if bitter 
neffe. fowrneffe, fharpneffe, and an il 
. favour, are the Specifical Qualities, the 
ſhould be rather checked then let looft 
and indeed they are but handmaids tf 
their Miftriffe, but ſubſervient to thi 
{pecifical Quality; and the true diffi 
rence is difcovered by Chymiftry; fore 
ſeparates the impure parts from the purih 
if rightly ufed : yet miflake not, we faf 
not that Chymical preparations are af 
tog ether fpiritual and without any bod 
but are more peircing and ſubtile, mof 
defecated then groſſe bodies made mof 
heavy by a great quantity of Sugar, # 
that they are not free and at liberty qf 
act and play their parts. 

By this time you may fee the foliy a 
madneffe of thofe who hate Chymiflr 
which ought to be uíed, but with caf 
and judgement; for it is not the pdf 
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of a Phyſitian to burn, lance, cauterize, 
nd to take away the caufe of the diſeaſe, 
y weakning the Patient, and indanger- 
ig his life; buc Symptomes muft be a- 
ated, nature reftored and comforted by 
fe Cordials. One Archagatus was the 
rft Chirurgian that came to Rome, and 
as honourably received ; but coming 
ufe lancing and burning, he was 
iought rather an hangman ; and for the 
Eke caufe at one time all the Phyſitians 
jere banifhed Rowe. One Charmis a 
nyſitian condemning the judgement of 
is Predeceſſors, fet up new inventions of 
gis Own, and commanded his Patients in 
foft and {now to bath in cold water, as 
liny reports; who faith alfo that he hath 
en old men fet freezing them by his di- 
Action. Aceſias about to cure the Gout, 
yoked more to the diſeaſe then paine, 
nich py neglect encreaſed, hence the 
qcoverbe had its Original, Acefia medi- 
tus eff, as Er aſmus hath it, when the 
indiGon growes worfe, <Acefias his 
ure. 
It is cleare enough from what hath 
ien delivered that Nature is beft fatis- 
d when profitable and wholefome 
gingsareapplied. Aſclepiades an inti- 
F2 mate 
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mate friend of Ca. Pompey firk fhewed the 
benefit of Wine to ticke perſons, recover- 
ing a man carried to his grave; he taught 
to maintain health by a moderate ufe off 
meat and drink, an exact care in excer 
cife, and much rubbing ; he invencech 
delightful and pleafing potions, he com 
mand ed bathing, and for eafe to his Pad 
tients invented hanging beds, that fleeghh 
might furprize them in {ucha careleſſi 
pofture. The fame Pixy faith that Demo 
critus wasa Phyfitian, who in the Curd! 
of Confidia Daughter to Contul Sereilins 
did forbeare harfh means,and by the long 
and continual uſe of Goats milk reco 
vered her. E 
Agron asCalins reports, Lib. 13. cap: 
22. wasa Phyfíitian a3 Athens, who in 
great Plague when many were infected 
did onely caufe to be made great fire 
nigh to the place; and thus did Hippo: 
crates,for which he was much honoured} 
Whence we may learne that mild ane 
gentle uſage in a diſeaſe is more efficaſi 
cious to the taking away of the caufegn 
and to healing theSymptomes,then harflfa 
and rugged dealing. The Mariner dotlfi 
pray fora full gale many times to foros 
him into his d fired Harbour ; "a: 2t 
oti 
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Noth the Traveller goe in a direct line, 
het both in the end attaine their hopes. 
We read that Fabius by delay conquered 
is enemy; fo that it is a Maſterpeice of 
rudence well and maturely to deliberate 
nd then to execute; yet the method of 
uring remaines and the Axioms are 
rme ; viz. If the cauſe be taken away, 
e effe& ceafeth 5 if the difeafe is cured, 
e Symptomes do vanich and weare 
Way. 
But Chymiftry ftores and fupplies us 
ith Medicines which are fafe, pleafant, 
d foone performe that for which they 
rere intended: and others have abun- 
antly fet forth this in their writings, 
d therefore ic will not bercquifite to 
iland Ionger upon it. 
Nov let us face about and view thofe 
ho are meer Chymiſts; thefe would 
a called young Theopbraft:, affecting 
Ake their Matera Divine Title, which 
neither had by his Father nor Mother, 
Mat affumed ic to himſelf as moft Magni- 
Arent and glorious: but without all 
oubt he was a man of eminent andad- 
jmirable knowledge in the Art of Phyfick ; 
wget furely it would be worthily judged 
adneſſe for his fake alone, to forſake 
3 tke 
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the Ancients and follow his new inven 
tions. 7 

It may feem an abfurd thing for om 
to undertake to reftore a very old mani 
to his former ftrength, becaufe death i i 
then approaching, and every man a 
length muft tubmit to his Scepter. | 

Is not the World now ancient anc} 
full of dayes, and is it not folly to think 
of recovering and calling back its youth 
ſurely their new Medicine cannot revive 
the dying World, it may weaken it andy" 
haften its end: yet (tay I pray you, dq 
not imagine that I do at prefent cenfurq 
the excellent and plainly divine Prepa 
rations of Chymiftry; but rather che 
parſons who profeffe it, who make 
their bufineffe to deftroy, but endeavour} 
not to build, who trample on others tof" 
raife and exalt themſelves; as The[ffulu i 
of old did, railing againft all men whe 
were not his followers: So Chryfipp p 
Mafter to Eraſiſtratus, to gain prehenig 
nence, defpifed and changed Hippocrates 
Thefe and fuch like men are wont te 
promife much, but perform little; for we b 
may certainly conclude, that although | 
fuch perſous may affect greatnes,yet they 
ſbalnever attain it by ſuch indirect means. 
I would 


! 


odd 
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would many of the Paracelſiaus did not 
oo much conforme to their Mafters vices; 
f many late writings were ſcanned, and 
heir abufes and tart language againft 
thers left out, I doubt their volumes 
ould very much fhrink 5 ic were much 
etter that diſeaſes the common enemies 
rere more lookt after, then private 
rudges among Phyſitians themſelves 
Tevenged: Brute beaſts do barke, fhew 
heir teeth, and ſpit venom:; a mans 
veapon is Reaſon by which he (hould 
oile his adverſaries. : 
As touching Chymiftry, we highly 

commend and admire thofe things in it 
which are good, but yet fo as not to de- 
pife Galenical Medicine, which in fome 
;afesisas effe&ual : my opinion is that 
zach ought to be ufed in its proper place. 
Men are not meer fpirits but corporeal 
Subftances, and therefore need not Me- 
licines exalted to their higheft degree of 
serfection,at leaſt in every greife applied 
o every perfon and to every part or 
member. There are ſome diſeaſes which 
»eing hot and dry are not to be cured by 
Chymical preſcriptions, whofe Ingre- 
dients or Preparations have the like 
PQualities. In a Common- wealth there 
FA is 
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isa Merchant, there is an Husbandman, 
but one ought not to fupplant the other Ik 
fo a prudent Phyfitian will make ufe off 
both ashe fees occafion ; the one fora 
Country man, the other for a delicate fi 
Perfon; the one in flight diſtempers, the ſi 


pleaſantneſſe, the other for efficacy as ne 
ceſſity requires. q 


Cu Ap. X. 


Concerning the unfufferable vices of 
many Phyfitians, from which thew 
Fraternity of R. C. is free. ý 


E have not without fufficient caufe 

{aid fomething of the abuſes of 
Medicine, which the Brethren warily fr, 
ſnunned by their firt Law, which was, 
That they fhould cure the ficke Gratis; 
for the greedinefle of Phyfitians purske 
them upon unjuft and illegall actions. 
Whence come thoſe terrible long Bills 34 
thofe 
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10fe (hort dear Bills, but from coveteouf- 
effe? every one more ftriving to inrich 
imfelfe then to help the difeafed 5 yer 
e deny to none their honeft gains. 
ſtice and Truth fhould ſway them in 
Heir practice: let them follow the me- 
10d of Hippocrates and Galen; yet Na- 
re indeed is more to be look'd after 
en either of them, as a fure guide into 
is own moft intricate ſecrets: but from 
Bie faults of remedies we will come to 
re faults of Phyfitians themſelves, by 
jhich fo many Patients do and have 
rifcarried. 

They are commonly thefe; Self-con- 
eit, Pride, Malice, Hatred, Calumnia- 
jon in word and writing, Coveteouſneſs, 
gnorance, joyned with a grat ftock of 
confidence, or rather Impudence. 

This Self-conceit becomes no man; if 
| man is puffed up like a bladder, he 
nay be fooner broken,and his glory will 
anifh; his greatneſs encreafeth his dan- 
rer; neither is Pride to be allowed of; 
t blaics all parts and endowments, and 
f the man efcape the envy of others, yet 
eath or a flight Feaver makes him fall, 
ind he who even now was lifted up 
through ambition, is brought down to 
the 
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the earth. It is not true learning thai 
cauſeth men to ſwell, but an emptineſs 
they ſuppoſe them ſelves to be knowing 
men, when as indeed they underftandi 
not the depths of Nature. Socrates had}; 
learned a leffon of ignorance,after much 
ſtudy he found out his infufficency; i 
theſe vapourers would turn over a newy 
Jeaf, they would fee their former pret, 
fumption. [ 

Mark how Malice and Hatred profper 
when two are fet againfteach other, che} 
endeavour by making themſelves a com 
mon laughing ftock, utterly to und@ 
both, and eachat length is whip'd wit 
his own rod. There is this benefit in 
having an envious adverfary, that 
{pends and wafts away; his malice feeds) 
upon himíelf ; fo that it is better for an) 
man to deferve the envy of another rather} 
then hispitty; the one fuppofing him 
happy, the other miſerable: This vice) 
as the Ivie by embracing trees doth 
fpoile them; this vice I fay clings ta 
great perſons, and fecretly corrodes thei 
Honour and Fame; what noble exploits, 
what vertuous deeds have been performed 
but they have been blown upon by ſome 
peflilential breath? This was the cauſe 


d 
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If furious Caines murthering his righte- 
us Brother Abel, and that Jupiter ftruck 
ſculapius with a thunderbolt: to avoid 
his many have forfaken their Coun- 
cies and lived amongſt ſtrangers, as did 
phicrates in Thracia, Timotheus in Lesbos, 
Phabrias in Agypt, Chares in Sigeum, 
tho were all Grecians; amongft the Ro- 
Qu, Pompey after ſo many magnificent 
|riumphs, for his great and and famous 
Ficories withdrew ineo the Country, 
Ind came ſeldome in publick, that he 
Night eſcape the envy and malice which 
e feared, becaufe of his innocency and 
Preatneſſe. 

What ſhall we think of that monſter 
Nriſtotle, who (as it is reported) was 
Jo fpightful to his Maſter Plato, that he 
laufed many of his works te be burnt 
Hat he might fhine brighter? he was 
earful hishonour fhould be eclipfed by 
is Mafters greatnefs. Aiax hated Ulyffes, 
^oilus Homer 3 Didimus Alexandrinus was 
nemy to M.Tall. Cicero. Palemon the 
[3rammarian to M. Varro, Cefar to Cato, 
ddrianus to Traian, M. Cra[fus to Pompey, 
Mlexander to Achilles at the fight of his 
pulcher, falius Cefar to Alexander, 
nd many others who were all poſſeſſed 
l with 
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with this evil ſpirit; but in Medicine 
fuch practices are more dangerous, bē 
caufe the body of man being of mori 
Worth then Arts or other trifles, is eng asi 
ged, as being the ſubject of Medicine. pri 

This flame encreafeth and moft commu: 
monly breaketh out; envy turns to Cas; 
Jumniation; hence is ic that fo many. 
vain Pamphlets are fent abroad full offi 
bitter expreflions, which become no ra- 
tional prudent man; but this vice hath 
been by many fet out, and we will pendini 
no more paines upon it. 

Coveteoufnelfe is another vice which; 


it their onely ftudy to heap up riches; and fy 
though their ſtrength of body is decay di 
through age, yet with a moft rigorous 
defire do they endeavour after money; 
nay though they have one foot in the] 
grave, they will have another in a bag tof 
counterpoize them: Phyſitians indeed fi 
above others are tempted to this vice; for 

when they grow old they are moft fought h 
unto becaufe of their experience; and 
by this means they are encouraged to fet f 
Silver above Juftice, and Gold above}; 
Conſcience. But if an Apothecary bep 
coveteous and greedy, more miſcheifes 


do 
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»enfue; all his compofitions will be 
iade up either of ftale or falfe Ingre- 
rents, lo that both the Phyſitian and 
atient are cheated ; the one is cenfured 
ir ill ſucceſſe, che other is not onely not 
ied, but may complain of the bad 
Any fick as of anew difeafe. 
f I fhall fpeak nothing concerning the 
silities and qualifications of a tryed, 
@<amined, and licenfed Phyfitian ; but of 
1e unskilfulneffe of thofe who rafhly 
ndertake to practice when they want 
nowledge and learning to guide and 
irect them; they ftudy impudence; and 
(dote, that an illiterate rude fellow in 
Maintaining his opinion fhall alwayes 
ij ppeare meſt confident: their Geefe are 
fwans, their abſurd receipts are Oracles 
nd Myfteries, and they are enjoyned to 
donceale what they know not; if any 
ne oppofeth them, they either flander 
im or envy him perfectly. 
Theſe and the like vices have no place 
mongſt our Fraternity; they are not 
mulous or Arrogant, they are not 
ipightful and Envious, but delight in 
nſtructipg one another in Myfteries; no 
Prawling or difgraceful ſpeeches are ut- 
ered amongfl them, much leſſe are they 
oveteous. The 


baag 
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The Book M. declares their skill 
well in other Arts as in Medicine; if a 
one pleafeto conſult their other Booksy 
and weigh diligently their nature anden 


have faid abundantly there confirmed. 


a 


CHAP. XI. 


Whether any one of tbe Fraternity he- 
ing called to a Patient, is bound to 
appeare? ard whether they are) 
able to cure all Difeafess as well 
thofe that are accounted ixcarable, 
as thofe that are thought curable è 

1 

He actions of men as well as theich 
perfons are lubje& to many mif- 

carriages; as the one may die, fo the o- 

ther may beforgoten; as the one may bep 

infirme, ſo the other may be abufed z 

whereforean A& was invented by which 

all worthy deeds might faithfully be 
^ + kept 
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pt and tranſmitted to pofterity. Per- 
Aas indeed whofe Offices are publick, 
performance of their duties of truft, 
e neceffarily bound if occafion requires, 
act publickly in their place: But if in 
e little World any diforder happens, 
adifeafe fubverting health, the fick 
erſon immediatly goes not toa Magi- 
cate, but a Phyfitian 5 wherefore Medi- 
ne properly refpe&s not the publick, 
ut che private health of thisor that Pa- 
ent; therefore it will follow that a 
hyfitian being not compell'd by the 
aw, nor ingaged by fervice , fhal] be 
forced to vifit any Patient who fends for 
lim 5 for a Phyſitian doth not prefcribe 
> all, but to a particular fick man, and 
a a fervant to Nature, but not to the 
iſeaſed whom he governs by his rules 
Il he hath reſtored them to health. 
We may enguire more ſtr ictly concer- 
ing theſe Brethren, whether fince they 
throfeffe onely Medicine as their firſt Law 
nioine, if wrote unto, or ſpoken to for 
Jhe taking away of a difficult diſeaſe, 
t vhether in any particular place they muft 
ippeare being engaged thereto, either by 
Promiſe, or charity? We anſwer nega- 
lively 5 for if other Phyfitians are — 

0 
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fo ftreightned, much leſſe are they,- wi j 
do their Cures without price, who expe i 
nota reward from men but from Godi’ 
to whom as alío to the lawful Magiſtrac 
they are obedient. | 
Furthermore, whether all diſeaſes arg!" 
cured by them, even thoſe whom other 
judge paſt help, as the Leproufy, the 
Dropfy, the Peftilence, the Cancer, ché 
Hectick, the Gout, and many others 
We aniwer, that they ingeniou(ly cong 
feſſe in their writings that they know 
not the time of their own death, andi 
they acknowledge that all men mutt pa hho 
their debt to death, which cannot be hing}#! 
‘dred or prevented by any Medicines 
if according to predeſtination it feifes# 
upon any man; and to endeavour againit} 
Providence were impious and vain. | 
But there are thre& degrees conſider- 
able in the forementioned maladies; The 
beginning, the increafe, the ſtate: AGF 
the firftall or moft of thefe difeafes are 
cureable; when they prevaile fomewhatgl? 
over Nature remedies may be had; and 
doubtleſſe the Brethren have Medicines 
which will effect the cure, Gods provi-f 
dence aſſiſting them in their lawful en- 
deavours; {uch diſeaſes in their height f 
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hich have a tendency to death are in- 
rable; as for common ſickneſſes we 
de chat either. Galexical or Chymical 
eparations may remove them. 

We will now declare the reaſons why 
metimes the molt able Phyfitians are 
iled and difappoinred. Firſt we muft 
ow that difeatesare the effects of fin; 
d deferved punifhmenc doth often- 
Ines fhut out favour; fo that tedious 
kneſſes and death are means which 
od ufeth to check finners, or chaſtiſe 
s people ; in vain therefore will man 
bour to fruſtrate the Decree of the Al- 
ighcy in his will and pleaſure. The 
cond reafon may be drawn from the 
ture of Diſeaſes, which are either dead- 
in themfelves, or. as they are confe- 
iences of others being produced by 
em. The Plurifie or the Inflamation 
the Pleura although ic is dangercus; 
t if direct means be applied in time, it 
helped and cured: Buc if the matter 
flamming is not evacuated by letting 
ood, or by expectorations there will 
ow a corrofion of thé Pleura, and the 
ruption flowes into the cavity of the 
reaft, and thus another difeafe is gene- 
ued called Empiema: and now if Na- 
s. G turc 
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ture ftands not much the Patients friend 
and doth not convey this matter into the 
water courſes, as often is feen, or alfo by 
Art j ſome Mufels are opened, and thet! 
corruption within forty dayes carried 
away, the Lungs will be ulcerated, and 
a Confumpiion will enfue altogetherſi 
incurable. 
The Queftion is whether cureablq: 
Diſeaſes are by them helped? Such inge 
deed would end without any applica! 
tion, and Nature needs no affiftance ccm 
{uch enemies, fo that then Medicine ‘were 
uſeleſſe; for who will trouble himfelfqx 
to ſeek after means, when his greife wili 
ſhortly of it ſelfe ceaſe and go away # 
Though here be many difficultieg 
couched, yet we fhall breifly ftate th 
cafe: Let thoſe who are unſatisfied i 
large Treatiſes fhew whether in the 
World it was abſolutely neceffary tha 
all things fhould be done which are doneſe 
or whether they might have been other} 
wiíe diſpoſed of: Cardanus ard thd 
Stoicks do attribute all events to fatal 
neceflicy, co which they do tubje& God 
himfelf, as not being able to refift 5 fq: 
blafphemous are they. 
We hold that God is a free Agent om 
l , nipotent 
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af potent, he can do what ever he pleafeth; 

W: hath made Nature his handmaid, and 
ohe haying received a Commiffion doth 
tkbcordingly act; (he produceth all things 
iu cher for che good and happineſs of men, 
og elfeco plague and puniſh chem; and 
shel this rank are Difeafes, and Death ic 
ife cometh from fuch prevalent diſea- 
But God alone diípofeth of good 


sg fis in his power. to fhorten a difeafe 
jidhich cous may feem tedious, he can 
(diep.off Death when we give over the 
idije of means. Now if God forefees the 
; tee evils which naturally hang ower men, 
1 d doth not prevent ſuch evils but 
doeperewith will punifh men, he is not the 
abel athor of that evil forefeen and brought 
Agon any one by nature, although fome- 
unh nes he fends miraculous plagues upon 

jas enemies. Hence: is that ſaying; 
fel phy Aeſtrudion ip from thy felfe, becaufe 
y wickedneffe bah. drawn down. judge- 
pnts upon thine bead. When ſome of 
i G2 the 
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the wife Heathens had taken notice 4 
this; they feigned Pleafure and Sorrow! 
to be lincked together, as if the excelfi 
thereof were to it felfe a fufficient punili 
ment: They alfo faid that a Dife 
was brother to Death, that by fw 
vertue was attained ; and to this purp 
is that place in Scripture; There is 
evil in the City that is not from God, wheb! 
is meant the evil of punifhment, eich}! 
brought upon any perfon miraculouf 
and by theimmediate hand of God, : 
elfe naturally falling upon him. 

Hence we learn the birth and origin 
of Vice, it proceeds from the corrupti 
Nature of fallen man; his will enjoy 
its liberty in refpe& of earthly thing]. 
but asto heavenly things itsnot fre 
Itswith a man as with a weak infir 
perfon who cannot lift his hands to Fj, 
head, but with eafe he can let them ha 
downwards. So ſinful man natural 
inclining to finfulnefs, without ai 
paines falls into wickednefs, he needs i 
particular inftin& from God; butt 
ſtrength which mufi ſupport his infirm! 
ties, exalt him to Heaven, fo that | 
may obey God, is not from man himfe 
but from the free grace and mercy of 

d heayen 


j 


of tbe Rofecrucians, 835 


i@eavenly Father, who hath mercy on 
hom he will; but yet excludes none 
«dom his favour who forfaking earthly 
npings do accept of the true means and 
la ceive the benefit thereof, who pray and 

deavour to their utmoſt ability to be 
phat they fhould be, committing them- 
iflves firſt and chiefly to God, and then 
iib Nature, who faithfully obeys him in 
iM things, 


| CHAP. XII. | 


fr " 

itbat the Brethren of the Fraternity do 
nfeonely lawful and natural rene- 
dies. 


He holy Scripture makes mention of 

a King of Jude who being fick of 
nne plague and death feemed to approach, 
V divine providence was healed by ha- 
iding Figs applied to the ſore, and he lived 
any years after; fo that we fee that 


G3 God 
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God can miraculoü(ly direct to meat]! 
which in themfelves are natural, as i 
deed this was a very lawful remedy, ar 
the reaſon is not unknown: ſo here v 
will examine whether the means whig 
the Brethren ufe be of themſelves lawff 
and warrantable. A certain Authi 
thinking to infinuate himſelfe into ti,. 
favour'of che Brethren, ſpeaks of raf" 
blefings and Exorciſmes by which] 
man may promote the happinefs of H 
Patients and curfe and endamage his A 
verfartes; but Who will cfteem this la 
fuland good? Such things may cat]! 
fome filly old women and by them f 
accounted ſecietb: they Would be t]! 
greateft {lander imaginable to the learn] 
Fraternity ; for the Brethren ufe natur]! 
dneans. witheua:ahny mixture of Lupe! 
ſtition, as we. may fee by the example 
him at Wetz/ar 5 who with applicari]! 
of one Simple took away the ragi| 
pain of an Ulcerated Cancer, whom PH 
nis applauds for his rare Art; for by i 
fame heaib he alfo did the Cure, t 
fame Brother carried a bag of roots a! 

hearbs alwayes about with him; 
much commended the Bryony root, t 
chofe the bitter one; he taught alfo: 
occ 
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qpecule vertue and proper ufe of many 
y pimples, which are loft and forgotten. 
yy We will not decide the controverfy 
wyvhecher the Simples ought to be gathered 
nipccording to particular conflellations ; 
aqmany very learned men do favour this 
gppinion : As firft of all Barthol. Car- 
jd'icbteras, who divided the moft appro- 
aped and effe&ual Simples according to 
four Triplicities of the Signes in the Zo- 
liack, and in each of them made three 
Megrees. I have known many who ad- 
igdicting themfelves to this ſtudy, have 
thereby been able to cure very dangerous 
j Mckneffes, efpecially old Ulcers and out- 
ard gricfes, 
p» That fo many lights fhould be placed 
jin the Heavens to no end and purpofe, it 
Were profane to imagine, becaufe God 
,ereated all things to act according to 
their nature; and furely the Stars were 
jj made to yeild their influences, and there 
pis not any doubt but that Vegetables, 
i Mineralls, and Animals, do receive their 
occult Qualities from them; he there- 
fore is an happy man who can fearch 
yout the effect by the cauſe, and by the 
p effe& is able to judge of the cauſe. Plants 
Hive relation as well to the heavens as 
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to the earth and he who knows this cor 
munity is a great Artiſt; but the Bretbr 
employ all their time in cheſe Myſteries g 
as they confeſſe as well in their Famaln 
and confeſſion asin other writings. 
We dare not affiem that their Aſtrol 
gy is the fame with that which is vulgar 
ly profeifed, or their Botanick: common] 
for theirs are founded upon certain andi 
true Axionis; -fubj«&t to. no change bui» 
alwayescondnuing the fame worth and 
vertue. ow s 
Other Axioms are fo.infirm, that théyli 
oftcntimes are proved falíe and admit of 
correction. It is an Axiom that alli 
Wine is hot, which kitherto bath beer 
received as true ; but if from fome Coun} 
try be brought. Wines whofe nature & 
cold, the fal(ity, will eppeare. He whe 
never faw a Bat or doth not conſider in- 
fe&s will inmeaiately (ay, that every 
thing chat flies hach feathers 5 when there 
are alfo flyine fib which make ufe ol 
their fins, (o that there are many excep: 
tions belong to the general rule: Whe 
would not conclude this for a certair 
truth thac fcur-footed creatures canno 
paſſe thorow the Aire as well as the 
raffe on the Earth but by, flying? bu 


expe 


fs 
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xperience confutes this; for the Indian 
at by ſpreading ſome membranes (not 
wings) from ber hinder feet to her for- 
ner, goes in the Aire whether fhepleafeth: 

But the Axioms laid down and followed 
y the Brethren are fuch which faile not, 

their principles alwayes attain their end; 
o that there is nothing deficient in them 
vhich may exclude or diminifh their 
perfection; wherefore cures wrought by 
properties truly drawn from the Stars 
and the Planets, muf ncceffarily be true 

& certa in; for the effects do furely reſult 
from their cauſes not anticipated or mi- 
Iaken. He who promiſech with fire, to 
heat, to dry, to burn, is not deceived, 
neither doth he deceive, becauſe he hath 
chat which can perform all chefe offices: 
fo if they undertake a Cure, there is no 
doubt but that they can effect it; becauſe 
they know and can make uſe of the true 
a and proper means, which Mediums are 
di purely natural, the hidden treafure of 
Nature, the extraordinary gifts of God. 
They apply themfelves onely to the 

it fludy of Natural Magick, which is a 
Science containing the deep Myfteries of 
Nature, neither is this divine knowledge 
given to any by God, but to thoſe who 
5 are 
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are Religious, good and learned. Orie |, 
gen tratiatu. 5. fuper Mattb s. faith, that % 
the Magical Arc doth not contain any i 
thing ſubliſting, but although ic fhould, |. 
yet that muſt not be evil or ſubject to Tr 
contempt and fcorne. The fame 23e |; 
Homil. fuper. Num, {peaking of Natural |p, 
Magick, doth diftinguifh it from the Dis}, 
abolical ; many hold that Tyaneus exe |, 
ercifed the Nacural Magick onely, and 
we do not deny it. Philo Hebreus lib. de 
Legibus, ſpeaks thus; That true Magick 3 
by which we come to the knowledge of |, 
the fecret works of Nature, is fo far from 
being contemptible, that the greateft 
Monarchs and Kings have ftudied it; nay 
amongſt the Perfians none might Reign 
unleffe they were skilfull; in this great 
Art. d U 
Magick (as fome define ic) is the high- 
cfl, moft abſolute, and divineft knowledge 
of Natural Philofophy advanced in its 
wonderful works and operations, .by 
a right underftanding of the inward and 
occult vertue of things;fo that true agent 
being applied to proper Patients,ftrange 
and admirable effects will thereby be 
produced ; whence Magitians are pro 
found and diligent fearchers into Na- 
ture 
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mre; they becaufe of their skill know 
iow to anticipate an effect which to the 
Vulgar fhall feerh a miracle: As if any 
One fhall make Rofes bud in December, 
rees to flourifh in January; fhall caufe 
a Vintage in May, produce Thunder and 
Raine in the Aire ; as Job. Baptifta porta 
teacheth lib. 2. De Magia naturali 5 alfo 
Roger Bacon did thefame: Julius Ca- 
millus a man to whom we may give 
credit, affirms chat he faw a childe for- 
med by an Alembick, which lived fome 
hours: a very frange thing, if true, 
Celius de Budda writes, chat he brought 
forth a Virgin out of his fide; but we 
leave theſe things as. we found them, we 
will not difpute the truth of them. 
We need not ftand longer upon the praife 
of Magick, it being ef ic felfe fo honour- 
able; but yet this noble Science doth 
oftentimes degenerate, and from Natural 
becomes Diabolical, from truePhilofo- 
phy turns to Negromancy; which is 
wholly tobe charged upon its followers; 
who abufing or noc being capable, of 
that high and myftical knowledge, do 
immediately hearken co the temptations 
of Satan, and are mifled by him into she 
fludy ofthe black Art, Hence it is chat 
i Magick 
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Magick lies under difgrace, and they who 
ſeek after it are vulgarly eſteemed Sor- 
cerers; wherefore the Brethren thought 
it not fic co ftile themfelves Magicians 5 
but Philofophers they are not ignorant 
Empiricks, but learned and experienced 
Phyſitians, whofe remedies are not onely |i 
lawful bur divine: and thus we have 
at large diſcourſed of their firſt Law. 


Cuar. XIII. 


p———— ———— —— —— » 8ͥ ͥ ñ—j—ä 


Of the ſecond Law of the Fraternity 
ofthe K. C. viz. That none of the 
‘Brethren [ball be enjoyned one ha- 

bit, but may [nit themſelues to the 
Cuftome aud Mode of tbofe Coun- 
tries in which they are. 


Any perhaps may blame my pro- 
lixity upon the firſt Law; to whom 
I fhall anfwer, that weighty bufineffes 
are not to be perfunctorily run over; 
tranfactions in the little World may 
— onely 


of the Rofecrucians. 93 


onely deſerve to be touched upon, but 
the affairs of the great World ought to 
have:an anfwerable confideration; fo 
that I muft neceflarily crave pardon for 
my brevity, becaufe I could not wrap up 
the due commendations of fuch fubje&s 
in fo narrow a compaſſe. 

This fecond Law gives birth tothe 
fir; for without it the Brethren would 
have no opportunity of doing good, 
who by its benefit are fecure and fear no 
danger: foras a Bird although it fing- 
eth not, is known by the colour of its 
-f feather; fo every one accuftoming him- 
felf to one Habit is thereby diftinguithed. 
We findein Hiftory that many by their 
enemies have been difcovered by their 
apparel, and the difguife hath oftentimes 
procured liberty. Orko being overcome 
and making his efcape by Sea was taken 
by Pirates, who not knowing him be- 
caufe he had changed his cloaths, fuffe- 
red him to ranfom himfelf. 

On the contrary King Richard com- 
ing back fromtheHoly Land, affairs be- 
ing there illy managed and co the dif- 
pleafure of many, efpecially the Duke of 
Auftry pafling with his Navy by the Adri- 
atick Sea was difcryed and became a 
prey 
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prey to the ſaid Duke, who was forced ji 
to redeem himfelf, to pay a vaft fum of th 
money; and he was known and found 
out by his garments, . nS uen be 
I danger attends Kings and great per- 
ſons in ſuch caſes, much worſe would be 
the condition of private men if they 
fhould have fo fad a reftraint upon them. 
Menin meane apparel do not fearethe 
attempts of Robbers, neither. do they 
ſuſpect a poifoned glaffe ; whereas Po- 
tentatesare a prey :othe one, and very 
often are taken away by the other. 
Befides a poor habit is fufficient to 
cover Learning, and a Cottage may be- 
«ome Wifdomes habitation; nay mens 
parts and abilities are cenfured by their 
outfide, and that which is willingly 
concealed muĝ not have a being; tisa 
Courtier who muft onely be accounted | 
a Schollar; but indeed the foul is cloach'd 
with thebody, which to adde ornament 
to it needs no help of Taylours or Pain- 
ters, it is grad with true Philofophy, 
and fecret Arts are its glorx. 
Margaretha a Queen of France is (aid 
to have kiffed the beautiful ſoul of Aa- 
nusa Philofopher when he was afleep 
thorow his body, the which action being 
muc 
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uch admired at; (he anſwered that (he 
en perceived not the deformity of his 
ody, being ravifhed with the amiablenefs 
f his foul. Thus we fee that a gallant fpi- 
tfit may dwell in an unhandſome houſe, 
nd that a poor habic may be worneby 
ine moft excellent and profound Philo- 
Ppher. 

There are yet many reaſons which 
aay perſwade to a decent cloathing, for 
y every vulgar eye the mindeis judged 
fby the garment; but we in other 
sooks have largely treated of this ſubject. 
ery many have inftead of modet and 
*fomely apparrel run into exceſſe, as Pop- 
ue Wife to Nero, and Cleopatra Queen 
if Egypt to fet forth their beauty; but 
his is not commendable, fince Seweca’s 
i ule is to be obſerved which requires a 
djlue moderation. 

Our Brethren change their Habit for 
tf vertuous end, which as itis not gaudy, 
o it is not contemptible; they are al- 
»Ivayes civilly clad, and not affe&edly, 
hey are efpecially careful of the infide, 
hat their hearts are reall and honeſt; 
„either would they impofe on any by 
pptheir actions. 
There are many waies by which men Qu 

i e 
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be deluded, as by a Fallacy, Equivoca-}; 
tion or Amphiboly, but theſe do apper-. 
tain to Logick : The Brethren are vigi-l) 
lant as well in refpe& of diſgrace as da- 
mage; it is a very difficult matter to), 
cheate and deceive them. " 

Whereas others take the liberty to 
cozen a cozener, and think it a piece off, 
juftice to repay in the fame coynes Thé, 
Brethren are not io revengful, they count, 
it an happineſſe to have an opportunity), 
of exprelling their patience ; yet although, 
they are as innocent as Doves, they endea- 
vour to be as wife as Serpents, for there) 
may be an harmeleffe fubtilty. | We may, 
judge eafily that they affect not vanity}, 
by the often change of their apparelj,, 
becaufe they would not be known, bu 
obfcure their names and relation. g" 

If the intentions are ſincere not there-| ; 
by to wrong any one but to do good4., 
we may allow not onely of a difguife in 
cloaths, but a change of names; th 
fign doth not alter the thing fignified, 
neither doth an Accident deftroy the 
Subftance. Names are notes by which 
one man is known and diſtinguiſhedſ 
from another, cloaths are coverings a 
the one hides our nakedneffe, fo the 

l othe 
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other keeps from obfcurity. The An- 
cient Philofophers and /Egyptian preifts 
aid Wear a linnen white robe which di- 
tinguifhed them from others, as Pytbago- 
Was and his followers, to expreſs boch the 
zleanlinefs of body, and unſpotted inno- 
zency of foul. Nature hath fo befriended 
"ome birds that they change both voice 
and feathersinthe Winter, ‘and thereby 
deing not known, are fafe from other 
-avenous birds: In fome Counteries 
Hares become white in the Winter, but 

n Summer keep their wonted colours. 
Fhe Camelioa by being like no every 
hing fhee comes neer doth often eſcape, 

e Ants and ‘many Infe&s Have wings 
nd can fcarcely be known what they firſt 
vere, fo happy is that change which 
buides to ſafety. LI 
"T = Shall reafon withfland the lawfull di- 
I tates of Nature? where neceffity com- 
ells, cuſtome forces, ſhall men run upon 
Mane one, and to their damage flight the 
ther? The Brethren being in all points 
Mareful, will neither violate Natures 

zommands, nor contemn civill rights, 
faough they alter their apparrell, their 
und is unchangeable. 
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to appeare ona particular day, and 
at a certain place every yeer, that 
they may all meet together and cons| 
fult about their affairs. | 


Very Society hath Lawes and rules 
E binding them to fome Duties, fo that}! 
the Governour or chief when he pleafecht 
and thinks it neceffary may ſummons alli 
to one place toconfider what is moft 
and convenient to be done on fome im- 
mergent occafions, for if a company b 
feparated, their minds and Councells arih 
disjoyned, the one cannot be helpfull cef! 
the other either in example or advice $ 
who knows not that moft intimate fami 
liarity, and the n:ereft friendfhip is bro4 
ken off by abſence, and want of viſitation 
fo that they who were not long fme 
higheft in our thoughts are utterly ford 

gottet 
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zotten, beſides, wherein can a friend 
profit, who is diftant from another, even 
rethren become as it were unnaturall 
then thus feparated : we confefs that 
etters may fupply this defect, yet writing 
oth not fo much delight and enliven, as 
ifcourfe, papers are mute, if any doubt 
ife they cannot frame a ready anſwer, 
ut where a man appeares, he can refolve 
] Quefions, fatisfie all fcruples. 
Wherefore the Brethren of the R. C. 
1ought it moſt expedient , if not altoge- 
1er requifice to meet at leaft once in the 
eare in a cercain prefixed place: This 
ch aw as it is the third in order, ſo alſo in 
iignity, by which the true Pythagorian 
embly is obliged to appearance, neither 
ip their meeting vaine and to gaze upon 
fiach others, for they do imitate the rule 
inf Pythagoras, who enjoined his Schollers 
Wery day to examine themfelves, where 
yey had been, and what good memora- 
jle act they had performed: fo the Bre- 
aren of the K. C. at their convention re- 
ute what rare cures they have done, what 
ogrefs they have made in the Arts and 
ſaſciences, and obferve how their practice 
grees with their principles; and if any 
lew knowledge confirmed by often expe- 
12 rience 
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rience comes to them, they Write it in 
Books that it may fafely come to the 
hands of their ſucceſſors: Thus true and 
certain learning is encreafed till at length i 
it (hall attaine to perfection. : 
This Schoole is not like to Ariſtotle, for 
there. were frequent wrangling diſputes, | 
one oppofing the other and perhaps both 
the Truth, however they have no Quefti-|" 
ons free from debate, not contradi&ed by}? 
fome of the fame fe& : for example E 
What is the foul of man ? whether thd 
Firft A&, or fomething elfe, whether 
edAcyix or kr AXIA whether born, ge: | 
nerated, or infufed, given from heaven]! 
and many Thoufand fuch fobberies, andi! 
at length they reft in Opinion. | 
They have therefore framed a Methode" 
to regulate difputes, and fupply termes]? 
whereby they more darken knowledge 
and willingly fhut their eyes: Let the 1 
difcufs to wearinefs, the nature and ort s 
ginal of Metalls, and whether there cag’ 
be a tranfmutation, and who will be betf 


Difputation is a fport of Wit, and onelyf" 

a recreation of Fancy, no ſolid and real" 

Truth is to be found out by it. | 
A certain Philofoper hearing fome di 
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pute What Vertue is, made anfwer that 
as they could not come to an end of the 
Queftion, fo neither to the uſe thereof: 
it any one profcffes hemſelfe to have skill 
in Phyficks, why then doth he not let the 
world ſee what he can doe? and laying 
aſi de vain babling: perfect the great work 
of natural tincture, but by chance he will 
Jutterly deny that there is any fuch thing 
o be found out, and hereby gets a cloak 
or his ignorance, for he will cenſure all 
which he knowes not. 
But who will call him an horfman, 
who yet did never ride ? who willcall 
iim a Smith, who never wroüght in tha 
Art? and why fhould we clteeme him ] 
Philofopher, who hath never experienced 
1is philofophy , but- hath onely uttered 
ome fooliſh and fantaftical words. \ 
Butfome may here objec that one part 
If Philofophy is contemplative, to which 
Mathematicks and Metaphyſicks doe re- 
Tate, the other conſiſts in Action, to which 
Ithicks and Polidcks doe guide. Plato 
vas diſpleaſed that Mathematicks were 
Prought to ſenſible Subjects, as Arithma- 
ick to Numbers, Mufick co Sounds, Geo- 
[netry to Meafures, but we muft acknow» 
edge that he in this was envious to man- 
EM kind, 
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kind, and in his paflion prevailed overi 
his reafon: For what profitteth it anyi 
man by meer ſpeculation to view the mif- 
«eries of God and Nature? is it a moreſo 
commendable thing to thinke well, the 
to be good? the fame holds true in Phy- 
ficks,for barely to contemplate of it is dii 
unufefull, fo abſurd and ridiculous, how 
can you call thata true Caufe, of which 
you never ſa an effect? There hath been 
(ome ancient Philofophers who have fear sth 
ched after experimental knowledge, andi 
ſtudied more Nature then Art, more then 
thing, then the fignification and Name, atn 
the Magidans amongſt the Perſians, thi 
Bracmanes amidft che Indians, and theth 
prieſts in Egypt : and now the Brethren ofti 
R. C. in Germany. Thus wee fee plainly 
they meet for a good end, for each Cour a 
hath its appointed time in which juftiodt 
may be duely executed, and no wrongyp 
further heightned : The Brethren aſſem n 
ble tovindicate abuſed Nature, to fertl}/; 
Truth in her power, and chiefly that thet 
may with one accord return thanks tifu 
God for revealing fuch myfteries to them]! 
if any man is promoted to an high Office 
and neglects or contemnes theCeremonikt 
and circumſtances of admiſſion, the Princ 
WI 
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‘vill immediately put him out as one 
leighting his favours and fcorning of 
Aim: fo fince God hath been pleafed to 
1onour thefe Brethren with fuch rare en- 
#iowments, and they ſhould not appeare 
Wo fhew their gratitude, He might juſtly 
ake from them His Talent, and make 
them fubje&s of His wrath. ! 
This Law hath a Limitation if they 
@cannot appeare, they muft either by o- 
chers their Brethren, or by letters tell the 
zaufe of their abfence, for infirmity, fick- 
Neſs, or any other extraordinary cafualty 
may hinder their journey. 

Wee cannot fet down the places where 
they meet, neither the time, I have fome- 
times obferved Oly mpick Houfes not far 
from a river and a known City which 
wee think is called S. Spiritus, I meane 
Helican or Pernaſtus in which Pegaſus o- 
@pened a {pring of everflowing water, 
herein Diana wath’d her felfe, co whom 
Venus was handmaid, and Saturne Gentle- 
iman-ufher : This will ſufficiently inſtruct 
an Intellgent reader, but more confound 
the ignorant. 
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Concerning tbe fourth Law, that every) 
Brother [ball chufe a fit perfon for hisli 
Succeſſour after his deceaſe, that the 


Fraternity may be continued. 
- ae t 


All things in the world have their vi-|j 
ceflitudes and changes, what was to day, 
is not to morrow, and this appears mofi, 
ofall in mankind, who are as fure once 
to die, as they at prefent do live, where- 
fore God out of his heavenly Providenct|, 
granted Generali n and propagation) , 
that though Individualls do perifh, etl: 
the Species may Rill be preferved. Aud 
this is that innate principle which is thy , 
Caufe of Multiplication, fo tha: Plants) | 
Annimals, Minerals, and man the noble], 
Creature {hall to the end of the world bd | 
encreai'd, Many phiofophers have com. 
plaincd ofthe fhortnefs of mans life, wh 
though he be more excellent then others 
ve 
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et he lives not their ages. The Eagle, 
the raven, the Lion and what not, dures 
longer then man, as though Nature was 
a ſtepmother to him, and che others were 
he ‘true progeny. 

Wherefore fince that the Brethren, be- 
ing Mortals, muft certainly once ceaſe to 
ibe, and undergoe the common Lot of 
their Nature; their wife Lawmaker did 
not rafhly make this Law, that each Bro- 
ther fhould chofe to himfelfe a fit perfon 
tobe his Succeffour: in which choice they 
do not look to the obligations of friends, 
their natural relation neither to Sonnes 
or Brethren,but purely to Qualifications, 
as Learning, fecrecy, Piety and other 
fuch like endowments. 

Amongft the Egyptians the fonnes did 
not onely inheric their Fathers eftate, but 
ufed the fame trade and imployment, the 
Sonne of a potter, was a potter, a Smiths 
ſonne was a Smith: But the Kings were 
chofen out from amongft the Priefts, the 
Prieſts from amidft the Philoſophers, and 
the Philofophers were alwaies Sonnes of 
, Philofophers, but many times there hap- 
ned a great difference of parts between the 
Son and Father ; outward Goods may be 
conveyed to poſterity, and the Son "i 
| | Ç 
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be his Fathers heire,but the gifts of mind, 
eſpecially ſuch as this Featernity hath, is 
rarely by Generation communicated to 
theofspring: He that fhall be enduced 
either by entreaty, or hired with money 
to reveale ought to any one, but a cruly 
vertuous man, doth injure the firft Giver 
of fuch a Talent, the Lawgiver and the 
whole Fraternity, for perhaps enemies 
thereby would be able to further their de- 
fignes, God would be difhonoured, and 
vertue banifhed. 

The Philofophers would have my fteries 
revealed to none but thoſe, whõ God him 
felf fhall enlighten, that their underftan- 
dings being refined, they may apprehend 
the deepeft fay ings & profoundeft fecretsz | 
Others fay, that we muf not truſt him 
with whom we have not eaten a Bufhell 
a Salt; that is, him with whom they have 
not had much converſe tothe fure expe- 
rience of his abilitics and faich,for friend- 
fhip is not to be compared to Horfes that 
bear price according as they are young, 
but to wine and Gold which are bettered 
by Age: So the Brethren entertain no 
man to be a member of the Fraternity; 
but men of approved parts, and very vere 


tuous. 
. There | 
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There were certain rites and Ceremo- 
nies done at Athens in the honour of Pro- 
methe us, Vulcan, and Menerva after chis 
manner: many were appointed to run in- 
to the City with lighted torches, and he 
'whofe light was out, gave place to the o- 
ithers, fo that the victory was obtained by 
him who could come firft at the goal wich 
his flaming torch : The meaning was to 
expres the propagation of fecrets for the 
putting out of the torch is the death ofa 
Predeceffour, fo that another living with 
his lighted torch fucceeds him, by which 
meanes the rare myfteries of Chymiftry 

come fafe to after generations, 
Chymiftry indeed isa Science above all 
Sciences, the Minerva that ſprang from 
Jupiters braine, an heavenly ray which 
doth diſplay it ſelfe to the comforting of 
things below: This is the birth of the 
underſtanding, whofe propagation is as 
neceffary asthat of thebody : we may 
obferve the antipathy of fome bodies to 
others, and we may fee as great difference 
in minds : mens difpofitions are tobe 
fully known, leaft a {word be put into a 
mad mans hand; for a good thing may 
be evilly ufed, as wholfome wine put into 
a ftinking caske doth change both m 

an 
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and tafte: Armbomedes boaſted that if he 
could fix his foot in a fure place, he could i 
by his skill move the whole world, and 
what would not ill affected perſons do if 
they were matters of (uch ſecrets? doubt- 
leſs they would endeavour the accom- 
plifhmen: of all cheir wicked devices. 

Some may aske why they have {uch an 
Election, and do not rather let their 
knowledge be buried with chem (or if not 
fo unworthy) why do they not print; that |¢ 
every one may have, read, and underftand 
their myfleries, or elfe why do they not 
chufe more to augment the Fraternity ? 
we (hall anfwer to each of them to ſatisfie 
thoſe thus do Queftion. 

Firft, why do they ſelect a few perfons? 
and will not have their fecrets perifh? we 
anfwer,there is good reafon for both. 
Auguſt us Cefar would not ſuffer the Exeads 
of Virgill to be burnt although he had de- 
figned ic fo by his will, leat Romes glory 
ſhould ſuffer thereby, and yet. this Poet 
as Homer amongſt the Grecians had in- 
ſtead of Truth produced fiions : And 
is there not a greater cauſe why Brethren 
of the R. C. (hould endeavour the keeping 
in memory fuch fecrets ? may this lear- 
ning never be forgotten in mich there 
"w- . are 
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re no Fables but true devine experi- 
ents. * 
Wie may woefully lament the lofs of 
ecrets which being writ have unbappily 
een burnt, not writ have been forgotten; 
-herefore for prevention of both it is con- 
renient that they fhould be entrufted in a 
cew hands, and by thoſe careful be trans- 
mitted to others. Before the flood, the 
Arts were engraven on two pillars leaſt 
either fire or water fhould blot them out, 
and afterward (as fome write) the Caba- 
lyftical Art was found out, and by word 
of mouth communicated, and the Rabbins 
have at this day rather a fhadow then the 
fubftance of that Science. 

The Heathens had their Colledges in’ 
which were admitted none but fuch as 
were of an unblam able converſation and 
of choice parts;fo that every one who was 
f educated in a Scholaftick way was not 
thought a fit perfon to be of their Socie- 
tier, but they would picke of the moft a- 
ble and they were few, the which rule is 
f obferved by the Fraternity of the R. C. 
who admitted few and chofe upon good 
defert. 

In the next place we come to the rea- 
fon why they do not print and make thei? 

knowledge 
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Knowledge publick ? there are many 


things in Policy, more inDivinity, a"; 
ehe 


a few in nature, which ought not to fe 
light, but are to be kept in private breatts, 
leaft thereby fome have written of the fe- 
crets of the Commonwealth, no one yet 
durſt reveale the iryfteries of God. Alex- 
ander the great being in Egypt learned of 
Leon the prieft, that the Gods there and 
thofe which were every where elfe wor: 
ſhipped as Jupiter, Dionyfius , Mars and 
ny others were no God , and He by letter 
informed his mother, but commanded 
that the Letter fhould forthwith be con- 
fecrated to Vulcan, leafl the mültitude a- 
doring thofe Gods ſhould run into con- 
fufion : fo likewife in Nature if their 
inyfleries were knowne, what would be- 


come of order?but indeed how can thatibe 


called à fecret which is revealed to many: 
though many may be judged fit. per- 
(ons to receive the knowledge; yet few 
have ſuch command over themfelves as 
to keepe them, who will cie his congue 
and deny himſelfe the liberty he might 
otherwife enjoy ? very few will let their 
words by long abiding there corrupt in 
there mouths, an ancient Philofopher 
being accufed of a ftinking breath, aids 

that 
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lat it was cauſed by letting fecrets putri- 
in it. 

Why all who are defirous of the Fras 
rity are not chofen, is not their fault, 
ut the others lottery: in courts they are 
honeg promoted who are moſt pleafing 
a their Princes, and they who are known 
referr'd before the ſtrangers, although 
neir parts be better deſerving, but of this 
aw enough. 


C HAP. XVI. 


be fift Law: that the letters R. C? 
hall be their feale, Character, and 


Cognizance. i 
I Egyptians had ewo forts of letters, 
che one holy called Hieroglyphicks, 
onely known to the Prieſts; the other 
prophane commonly known: The Holy 
were the images af Animal vegetables, or 
mathematical Figures engraven in mar- 
ble, which yet are to be feene at Rome be- 

ing 
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ing yen brought whole thitherin Auguftus” 
his raigne, for the impreſſion being ins f 
ward, ic will endure long. The Proflune |° 
were made by lines, as the Greeke and 
Hebrew, the Priefts ufed both the one to- 
the Commonwealth, the other to the wife” 
andlearned. Hieroglyphicks were fignes 
and Characters of deep knowledge which 
none might expound to- others under 
oath and the pleaſure of the Gods. 
Junior Philoſophers have employed 
all their paines and ſtudy to finde out the 
meaning of theſe Hieroglyphicks: the 
Phenix (properly belonging to Chy- 
miſtry) was accounted a creature dedica- 
ted to the Sun, and this Embleme agrees 
to all the holy marks: ſo likewiſe the 
K. C. have diverſe letters to diſcover their 
minds to their friends, and to concéale it 
from others. VM 
Their Characters are R. C; which they 
ufe that they may not be without Name, 
and every one according to his capacity 
may put an Interpretation upon the let- 
ters, as foone as their firſt writing come 
forth; fhortly after they were called Kofie 
Crucians, for R.may ftand for Rofes and 
C. for Croſs, which appellation yet re- 
maines, although the Brethren have dé- 
clared 
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clared that thereby they Symbolicaily 
mea ne che Name of their firft Author. If 
one man could pierce into anothers breaft 
and efpie his thoughts, we fhould need 
neither words nor writings; but this be- 
ing denied us, and onely granted to An- 
gels, we muft fpeake and write each to o- 
ther. Thefe Letters do contain the whole 
raternĩty, and fo darkly, that you cannot 
y their Names know their families, by 
their families know their per ſons, by their 
perfons learn their fecrers. 
Each order hath its Formalities and 
coat of Armes or Embleme, The Rhodi- 
ans have the double crofs, they of Burgun- 
dy the golden fleece; others a Garter, in 
bonour ofa woman who loft her garter in 
ga dance, The Brethren have the letters 
KR. C. and as fome of the others are Hiero- 
glyphicks and ſerve to cover myſteries; 
lo the Brethren have a particular intenti- 
on in this. I am no ſoothſayer, no pro- 
phet, yet under favour 1 have fpoken to 
the purpofe in my other books: for R. 
fignifies Pegafus, C. Iulium if you look not 
to the letter but right interpretation; 
have a Key to open fecrets, and artain the 
true knowledge thereof, D. www. zii. w. 
499 hka x, underftand if thou canft, thou 
needft make no further fearch : Is not this 
Bare, I 4 
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a claw of the Rofy Lion, a drop of Hippo- 
crene? and yet I have not been ſo un- 
faithful aspublifh their holy myfteries ; 
for no man can picke any thing out of it, 
unlefs he is very skilfull both in words 
and things. Some out of proper names 
will make Anagrams, fee what is included 
in R. C. the Rofy crofs yu i 
Ha, Ha, Eheu, inthe fame is contain'd a 
Jaughter and a complaint, fweetnefs and 
bitterneſs, joy aud forrow, for to live a- 
midft Rofes, and under a croffe are two 
contrary things. Man being about tobe 
borne partly by change of places, partly 


by the navel ſtring cut, is faid moft com- | 


monly to fhed teares, and rarely doe re- 
joyce; fo there whole life is but a conti- 
nued forrow, and have more of che Crofs 
then Rofe in it: But I rather take R. for 
the ſubſtantial part, C. for the Adjective | 
which holds not good in that interpreta- jJ; 
tion of the Rofy-Croffe, 

The Cefars of Germany, Charles the 
Great C. his Succeffors were wont to uſe 
hand ſeals, and to fet them to their fub- 
{criptioas, it was meet that the Brethren |! 
fhculd not be deficient in this, and there- f 
fore let Ingenious perſons judge of this f 
Anagram, » 
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wore | X For in this 
R.C. are A- 
croſticks, di- 
ligence will 
BV finde our the 
" ret: But 
none I hope 
will bee fo 
foolifh as to 
thinke any 
; vertue to He 
n thisiFigure, as it fufpe&ed to be in the 
vord Abracadabra ; for we mean nothing 
efs, but we have onely given in our ver- 
uit, and let others have thé freedome as 
ohave their opinions: But we matter 
ot words; but look more after things, 
or things fhould be although they were 
innamed,buc words are without things 
ain and infignificant. : When a certain 
ung threatned the Laconiaus for their 
ong letcer, and defired a {peedy anfwer, 
bey ſent back one, thefe letters O T, by 
be one meaning that they would Not, by 
he other that they valued not his threats 
Tone jot; fo that multitude of words are 
Wiftentimes to no purpofe, and a few car- 
ying weight in them may be ſufficient. 
Hence-thefe Elements of the letters are 
12 not 
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not to be fleighted, R. Rabies madneſſe 
and the middle, L. Luna the 5 e doe 
expreſs, for if the Sun be bete dem, 
they make an Heart, e the Arft 
thing in man, and if if is ſin may e 


an acceptable facrificeto God” 


4 
i> 3 
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Concerning tbe fixt and Laft Lam, to 
which is, that the Fraternity of the p 
R. C. fhall be concealed an hundred 


yeers. 


W Hen the common people take no- 


tice of the. fecret managing of 
puclick affaires, they becaufe of their ig- 
norance,fufpect ic to be a plot upon them, 
and openly cenſure it, as not fitting to feet; 
the Sun; for treacheries and wickedneſſe my 
defires the night and darkneffe to cover hob 
and conceal them, and therefore actions eg 
are bad becaufe they are private. rol 
Befides the rude multitude many gra- ft 

j ver 
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ver heads have inconſiderately called 
| apparent things good, and the other 
, nought, faying, if they be vertuous, why 
hould they not be known that they may 
de embraced by honeft men? 

as if all lawfull fecrets becaufe of their 
‘awfulneffe were to be made publicke: - 
would it not favour of folly if a Princes 
‘tcreafure becaufe ic was rightly gained 
hould therefore be expoſed to all men? 
urely fuch an opinion would onely be- 
some a thiefe and robber. 

The Brethren are thought guilty of 
concealing themſelves, for they might 
probably doe more good if they were 
tnowne, becauſe they fhould be fought 
ifter, and have opportunities put into 
"heir hands, and why will they keep clofe 
doth their perfons and place; but let us 
zonfider that they travel; and they as all 
wife men elfe,acknowledge no particular 
Countrey, but che whole world to them 
is as their own native foile, now in tra- 
vel diverfe entertainments are tobe found, 
much flattery, little fincerity , much falſ- 
1ood and deceit, no truth, honeftly-: 
ewhois knowne by his Family, name, 
or office may be taken notice off to his 
ifadvantage. 

I 5 The 
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The Scripture calls men pilgrimes,who 
have no true countrey and home but hea- 
ven; fo that men are flrangers and tra- 
vellours in their own land, in their inhe- 
ritances, and why then may they not 
ſcarcely be known to live when they fhall 
not abide long? Their actions are ſuch 
as become thoſe who hope to appeare 
and ſhine in Heaven though they are ob- 
ſcure below. Af 

How great is their madneſs who {pend 
their times in drunkenneffe and gluttony, 
who are known by their vices ; or imitate 
him who boafled that he never faw the 
rifing or {eting Sun, and had no Gad but 
his Belly : whatever is rare and brought 
from far Countreys that they defire to 
eate, as though the whole world in {hort 
time (hould be devoured by the filling 
their gutts more then their braines; per- 
haps, thefe may have Fiational fouls, but 
fo clogd that they cannot foare aloft who 
drink not, cat nor that they may live, but 
live to drink and eat. 

The Lacedæmoniaus placed drunkards 
before a company of children, that they 
ſeeing the abominable naughtinefle and 
deformity, might fhun and hate that vice, 
as Lycu gus commanded : but fuch beaftly 
NT perfons 
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perſons do very often draw in others who 
keep them company, and their fight is too 
too often dangerous and deſtructive. 

Wherefore fuch vices (hould be covered 
as filthy, that others may not be provo- 
ked and flirred up to the like enormities ; 
nay let fuch chings not onely be conceal'd 
but buried, and things more profitable 
be uſed in theirroome: But if all good 
and honeft fecrets were brought to light, - 
I dare fay, the Fraternity of the R. C. 
would not be the laft as having no caufe 
of fear upon them, but I doubt whether 

yet we fhall fee chofe happy daies. 
Thereare many things bad which by 
cuftome havebeen in good efteeme, and 
the continuance of vice makes it be 
thought at length Vertue : The Brethren 
would give no occafion of fufpition, for 
that which is not known, cannot be pra- 
ctiſed; without pra&ife no cuftome; : 
without cuftome no fuch miftake, al- 
though their being altogether honeft need 

not be fo cenfured or entertained. 
Befides, perhaps the Firft Author by 
the Law that the Fraternity fhould be 
concealed an hundred years, would give 
the world time to lay afide their vanities, 
folly and madneſſe, and by that time 
I 4 be 
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be fitted to receive fuch knowledge. 

And truly every man that hath eyes 
may fee a great and happy change in the 
world, that many rare inventions are 
difcovered, many abufes in the Arts re&i- 
fied ; and chat they fhall fhine to perfecti- 
on, and u hat then fhould hinder but that 
the name of the Fraternity fhould be pub- 
lifhed in their Fama Confeffione and other 
books ? 

Two hundred years are paft fince the 
firt Law was made, viz. ab A. C; 1413. 
in A. C. 1613. about which time the 
Fama came forth: although there is no 
cleare manifeftation of the difcovery, he 
it may fufficiently be gathered out of it, 
and aiterwards the tombe of the firft Au- 
thor being opened, which was A. C. 1604. 
to which adde the years of the prophefie, 
after 120 years I will be known, for 106. 
ab d. C. 1378. doe make 1484. and af- 
terwards 120 doe make 1604: Some 
having this from their Predeceſſours have 
certainly affirmed this Truth. 
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Concerning the advantage or difad- 
vantage ariſing io Learning from 
the totall concealment, or diſcovery 
(as nom is) of the Fraternity of the 
R.C — 


Cannot imagine that any man can juſt- 
ly accuſe me for my prolixity on the 
the Lawes of the R. C. perhaps ſome may 
fuck {pider like out of whollome flowers 
deftru&ive poifon ; and that which to o- 
thers is pleaſant and ſweet, to them dif- 
affected may ſeeme loathſome and ugly: 
they erring and being vaine themſelves, 
ſcoffe and laugh at our Fraternity, ſcorn 
their lawes; fay they what bencfit ſhall we 
receive from thedifcovery ofthem ? in- 
deed wedoeheare that many under that 
title doe abufe themfelves, and cheat o- 
thers, for by {uch relations they vent their 
fophifticated drugs, and confufe all me- 
thode in medicine. 

We 
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We do not deny but that the beſt thing 
may be abuſed, but that is not to be char- 
ed upon the thing it felfe; but upon the 
perfon ſo imploy ing of it: ſo none can 
truly ſay that the Fraternity and Lawes 
thereof are unlawfal, whoſe inſtitution 
and intention may be juflifyed ; but yet 
envious perſons who have devoted them- 
ſelves to malice may carpe at them; and 
endeavour the diffatisfa&ion of mens 
minds, wherefore in this Chapter we will 
fhew the profit and diſprofit arifing either 
from them detected or concealed. — 
Thereare four kinds of Good, Necef- 
lary, Honeft, Pleaſant and Profitable, by 
each of them men may bedrawn to the 
affectat ĩon or difrslifh of any Subject; the 
two firft amongft thefe have the prehemi- 
nency, the others are of lefs authority ;bue 
yetvery often the latter prevaile above the 
firft, and many had rather enjoy pleafure 
and profit futable to their natures; then 
the others as being fomewhat harfh, 
wherefore we will treat of them, but not 
as feparated from neceſſary and honeft 
Good. J ' 
To what purpofe fhould there be fuch 
a Society, if the profit and benefit there- 
of fhould be wholly concealed? the Ethi- 


opians | 
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opians and Fudians having never heard of 
their Fama and Confeſſion are not taken 
with the Fraternity, but if they ſhould 
believe that there is ſuch a ſelect company 
of men, yet they would be heedleſs, be- 
cauſe they fhould receive no advantage by 
them: we care not for the richeft minds, if 
we cannot enjoy them, and affaires tran- 
1 flated at a great diſtance from us, are no- 
thing to us, we do not take notice how the 
| Fadians fight, and they neglect our Arts. 
If the Fraternity had not made known 

themfelves, there might feeme to have no 
great damage thereby accrewed to lear- 

ning, fince it is not more augmented ; for 
heretofore cure of difeafes, and preferva- 

tions of health were pra&ifed and profef- 

fed, the Sciences have been fo refor- 

med, efpecially the laft hundred years 

paft, that they have attained their urmoft 
perfe&ion ; On the contrary if the Fra- 
ternity had been concealed, many might 
have great hopes and expectations of pro- 

fit, for all kind of curiofity had been laid 

afide, men wculd not have vexed them- 
felves with fearching dilligently, after 
them,whom they fhould with the greateft 
difficulty hardly find, fo many defires 
had not been unfatisfied, fo many pro- 

mifes 
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mifes fruftrated, fo many fighs and tearg 
vain: laftly, no occafion of confufion, 
but, becaufe all thefe things are fo falfe 
and abfurd we (hall not think them wor- 
thy of an anfwer; we fhall therefore pro- 
ceed to the profit of che Fraternity as it is 
detected and made known. There isin 
the world fuch an abundance of all 
things by-the diverſity of Species; multi- 
tude of Individualls that it is almoft im- 
poſſible to difcerne either their increafe 
or decay. Hence is it that perfons of 
Quality being taken avay by death are 
not mift, becaufe others do fucceed them, 
and the rifing Sun makes us take little 
notice of the Ser. 

Had the Fraterniry not been difcove- 
red, the world had lacked nothing ; for 
that which isunknown is not defired and 
fought after, & tbe abſence of it is no lols, 
and we doubt not but that there are very 
many ſuch things in nature: who ever drea 
med of anew world now called America 
before it was found out? who thought of 
uſefulneſs of writing and printing till 
they were invented? but now it is fuffici- 
ciently known what benefit the whole 
world receives by them, although there 
ſeemed before to be no want. j 

or 
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For as no lineis fo long, nor any body fo 
dig, to which fomething cannot be ad- 
led]; fo the perfection of the world was 
lot fo abfolute but that it was capable of 
iddition. 

Thus the detection of the Fraternity 
did encreaſe the worlds glory, and we 
(hall thew after what manner, viz. by re- 
vealing ſecrets and finding out others 
much conducing to the profit of man- 

kind. S 
The Poets report of Anteus that he figh- 
ting with Hercules, and by him beaten of- 
ten to the ground, did as often recover 
himſelf by vertue received from the touch 
of the earth (for he was thought to be 
Sonne of the earth) by which help he was 
alwales victorious, till he flrove with Her- 
cules, w ho finding out this my ſtery caught 
him in his armes and holding him in the 
aire crafhed him to death. By Hercules 
is underftood a laborious and skilfull 
Philofopher, by Anteus the fubje& to be 
wrought upon. in which are contrary 
Qualifications: This matter is not eafily 
known, becauſe it lies hid every where, 
and at the ſame time lies open, underſtand 
the firſt in reſpect of mens intel lects, the 
other in reſpect of Senſe, and if it were 

* known 
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known, yet the preparation is fo difficult’ 
little good can be expected, The Philo- 
fophical earth is his Parent whofe vertue 
is not eaſily attained, Hence it is that 
this Anteus is fecretly ſtrengthned from 
his mother, and fo all endeavour of kil- 
ling Anteusis in vain and to no purpofe. 

Therefore Ofyris being about to travel 
into bidiz did not unadvifedly conſult 
with Prometheus, joyn Mercury asa Go- 
vernour, and Hercules as Prefident of the 
Provinces, by, whofe direction and his 
own induſtry he alwaies accomplifhed his 
end, he ufed Vulcans (hop, the golden 
houfe where Apis is fed and nourifhed, for 
thofe three forementioned have their fe- 
verall offices in the Philofophical worke : 
but fome may fay what is this to the Fra- 
ternity ofthe R.C. ? it properly apper- 
taines co them, for they have overcome 
Anteus, they have fufficiently declared 
their Herculean ftrength, the wit of Mer- 
cury, and the Providence of Prometheus s 
This, this is che knowledge in which the 
Fraternity is skilled, fetched from the in- 
nermoſt depths of nature; which to neg- 
lect or to {uffer.co perilh were folly and 
madneſs: There is no Chymiſt who un- 
derftands not what we mean, 

They 
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They who cake a voyage to the Eaſt- 
"ladies, cannot be without ſweet frefh 
ater; and if they finde out a fpring, they 
Eke a fpeciall notice of it, fet it down in 
ieir writings, that others travelling that 
ay may enjoy the like benefit, much 
ceater reaſon is there-that in the Philo- 
»phical voyaꝑe, having gotten a fountain 
nding forth pleaſant ſtreames, which 
in eaſily quench thir and fatisfie, how 
reat reaſon is there that this fhould be 
ighly cfteemed and valued : I mean here 
ye Philofophers living water and not 
ay dead, which when once attained, the 
"hole buſineſſe will fucceed, for the 
hole work is perfected by one artifice, 
y one way, hy one fire which is natural 
not neglecting the other three, unnatu- 
al, againſt nature and occaſional) in one 
eſſell, at one time, with one labour; 
which muft be cautioutly underſtood. 
The Book Malwaies in the hand and 
ainde of the Fraternity, and tranfmitted 
till co pofterity, doth ſufficiently lay o- 
ven the knowledge of this Nature, in 
which Book is contained the perfection of 
ill the Arts, beginning with the Heavens 
ind defcending to lower Sciences. For the 
nind of a wife man covets after the know- 
WAN n ai ledge 
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ledge of all truths, to confute errours,atid 
to adorne it felfe with glory and excel- 
lency , but this is not obtained by idle 
vain Speculation; but by diligent practiſe 
which is the onely true wifdome : 3. 1 
have fpoken enough before of their reme- 
dies for the cure of diſeaſes. 4. The Bre- 
thren laſtly have a fecret of incredible 
vertue, by which they can give Piety, 
juſtice and truth the upperhand in any 
perfon whom they affect, and ſuppreſs 
the oppoſite vices, but it is not my duty to 
exprefs what this is: I befeech the Great 
God who governeth the whole world by 
his providence, fo to diſpoſe of all things 
that ſuch myſteries may never be loft, but 
that the whole world may receive benefit |! 
thereby; and that hereafter men may not 
think it fufficient ſuperficially to look in- 
to nature; but deeply prying into it may 
have more knowledge of God the Center; |? 
and praife him alwaies for his Goodnefs. |! 
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f° CHAP. XIX. l 
That many Fables have paſſed under 
the name of the Fraternity, raifed 
y the multitude who alwaies mif- 
judge of that which they doe not 
underſtand. 
1 t cannot be other wiſe, the Fraternity 
being in refpe& of it felfe well known, 
I in refpe& of the perfons thereof -concea- 
led, but that many ftrange, horrible; and 
incredible falfities fhould be caft upon 
them; for if we hear, fee, or by any other 
(enfe have experienced any ching, yet in 
diſcourſe this. will be altered, if not al- 
together changed, becauſe he that relates 
will eicher adde or diminifh; and the o- 
ther not apprehending it aright, or per- 
haps failing in memory , or for affecti- 
on favouring or envying the buſineſs, will 
unfaithfully report it: They who want 
thoſe two faculties of memory and judg- 
ment are not competent judges in matters 
of fo. great concernment 5 what can à 
blind witnefs affirme that hefaw? one 
deaf that he heard? or one not capable 
of underſtanding that he apprehended for 
all theſe miftake one thing for another, 


chey blame the fubje& and not them- 
a felvess 
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felves; they ſupooſe all things as low as 
their parts, and becaufe they want abili- 
ties, they acknowledge no deficiency s 
whoever they are whoignorantly:or ma- 
licioufly doe caft out any words. aiming 
thereby to wrong the Fraternity, doe 
onely. expofe themfelves ; but let theſe 
geefe kept.onely to fill the belly leave off 
to hiffe at our Swans: The water of 
which we now ſpeak, is not that in which 
filhes doe ſwimme; neither is this a fit 
ftudy for fuch doltes and blocks; Leave off 
to difcover what you are by your idle 
words: Learned and wife men are not 
cenfured by them, and why fhould they 
receive evill for good ? But fome may 
aske,what Fables are thus vented againft 
the Fraternity? we anfwer, that many 
have detra&ed and traduced their inno- 
cent Fama and harmlefs confeſſion, that 
they have accounted them Hereticks, Ne- 
cromancers, deceivers , difturbers of the 
Commonwealth ; O harfh times, O evill 
manners! what is the world come to 
when flinders fhal] pafs for Truths, and 
they who devote themſelves to God, holi- 
nefs, and make the Scripture their Rule, 
{hall be called hereticks, when they who 
fiudy the depths of Nature fhall be ac- 
counted conjurers, when they who make 


it 
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it tneir bufinefs to doe good to others; 
fhall be eſteemed cheaters; Jaftly when 
they who doe co their utmoſt power ad- 
vantage their Countrey, ſhall be held the 
greateſt enemies thereof ? 

I can think thefe abſurd railors to be 
none others then thofe who are imployed 
iin the diſſillation of fimple waters for A- 
pothecaries; they hate nothing more 
‘then learning, and count themfelves fo 
much happier by how much more igno- 
rant; and fome (I confeís ) acting from 
a more noble and divine principle, have 
enlarged minds, willing and defirous to 
contain the Univerfe, who doe not onely 
imploy their time in fludy and meditati- 
on, but experiment what they learne; 
a wiſe man endeavours after the know- 
ledge of all things; às a Prince hath intel- 
ligence of all tranſactione, and es by the 
one he is diftinguifhed from a fool, fo by 
the other from a peafant ; But the Fra- 
ternity doe imitate both, fo that nothing 
is wanting to hinder their perfection. 

As for chat reproach they lie under 
concerning their diſtucbing of the Com- 
monwealth, it is altogether falfeand by 
them coined; therefore let it return upon 
the firft broachers of it, to whom it pro- 
perly belongs as being their owne: they 

K 2 might 
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might juitly complain of fuch indignities 
offered to them, but they account it vera 
tuous to fuffer. TET 

That there are fo many Herefies a- 

broad in the world,isnot to becharged 
upon the holy Scripture;but the obftinacy 
of men forcing the text to confirme their 
will, is to be check'd 5 foitis no fault of 
the Fraternity that they are abufed , but 
theirs who are fo wicked as to calumni- 
ate them; for if to accufe any man were 
fufficient to prove him guilty, juftice and 
injußice, truth and falfhood, white and 
black would not be diſtinguiſhed, which 
is altogether unreaſonable. 


CHAT. X X. 
That the Brethren of tbe R. C. doe 


neither dreame of, hope for, or in- 
deavour any Reformation in the 
world by Religion, the comver[ton 
of the Jewes, or by the Policies ef En- 
thufrafts which feemingly would be 
eftablifhed by Scripture, but that 
they both acknowledge and ſhem 
themſelves lovers of truth &. juſtice. 
As chat which in the day time moft 
runs in mene thoughts, doth in che 
night 
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night diflurbe and work upon their Fan- 
cies; fo everyyman is careful to let no op- 
portunity flip of indeavouring to accom: 
plifh his intention; they who fec their 
minds upon riches, are very laborious 
and painful to advance their eſtates; they 
who bend their thoughts to changé Com- 
monwealths, to alter Religion, to inno- 
vate the Arts, make uſe of very often 
moſt deſpicable inſtruments to doe their 
buſineſs: from this ſpring head hath 
iſſued many murmuring ſtreames; ſuch 
Cauſes (I fay )-have produced many tu- 
mults and coníu&ons in Comrhon- 
wealths, where men have been acted by 
vain thoughts and fooli(h dreames, as it 
now doth evidently appeare both in the 
Anabaptifts and Enibuſiaſts: are there not 
many even in this our age, who being 
ambitious to be ringleaders in new wales, 
inftead of a Reformation, have difturbed 
all order, and law ? they forfooth would 
have Religion and Learning ſuit with 
their fantaſtical opinions. - 
As ſoone as thefe had heard of this 
Honourable Society, they affured them- 
felves that their deſires would have an 
happy iffue ; for knowing that thefe Bre- 
thren were able in learning and riches, 
they doubted not but that they would 

imploy 
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imploy both thofe talents to caufe an 
Univerfal Reformation in the worldsthey 
therefore immediately promifed to theme 
felves one Empire, one Religion; unity. 
and concord; but in all theſe things they 
were belyed and abufed;for they did never 
aſſert any fuch things; neither is there 
any ground of them in their writings: 
Out of their Books ſomething may be 
gathered concerning the Reformation of 
the Arts which was indeavoured by the 
firſt Author about 217. years agoe, about 
A. C. 1400. and at that time they had 
need of a Reformation; witneſs the la- 
bour and ſtudy of eminent men who have 
to good purpofe ſpent their time to pro- 
mote learning, as Rudolphus Agricola, E- 
rafmus Roteroda mus, D. Lutherus, Philippus 
Melanchthonus, Theop: Paracelſus, Job. Re- 
giomontanus, Copernicus with many others: 
and there is no doubt but the Arts may be 
more encreafed, their luſtre more poli- 
ſhed, many more ſecrets diſcovered. But 
herein Religion is not at all concerned. 
Let Rome therefore that Whore of Babylon, 
and her Idolatrous affecting an Ecclefta- 
flical tyranny, whowith mennacies makes 
not onely inferiors, but Kings their flaves 
and vaſſals, who belch out proud words 


againſt the true Church of God, without 
3 any 
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my attempt of the Fraternity, forfaking 
heir toies and vanities, their blafphemy 


kx prophaneſs, return into the right way; 


o may a reformation be produced, and 
»iety:and religion fball flourifh.l fear yet 


chat theſe as they who are rich and po- 


werful will not judge that true which 
may any waies prejudice them, they I 
doubt will not embrace naked Truth, ho- 
neftfimplicity : But ſuch Reformations 
belong more to God then man, who can 
turn the hearts of men at his pleaſure, and 
(o diſpoſe all affaires that a fevere checke 
may be put to the growth of Popery. 
However the Brethren (as all good men 
ought) countit their duty to pray for 
and expect {uch a Reformation: the bu- 
finefslies more in theinlightning of the 
underftanding, then changing the will, 


P which is Gods own work; for he gives to 


N 


=> = 


doe and will as he thinks fit: who can 
Calthough he had the power of wiracles) 
convert the obſtinate Jewes, when the 
ſcripture more confounds them and be- 
comes a ſtumbling- block ? Obferve how 
their own writings doe difagrees how one 
‘thwarts: another; and yet they confider. 
not that wherein is concord. As for your 
Enthuſiaſts their Revelations of which 
they ſo much boaſt, are ſometimes to r: 

ut 
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but that cannot he from God 5; doe:they : 
not dreame interpretations on fcripture; 
and when either the Devill doth. delude 
them or they are diſtracted, they count: 
their conditions happy: they acknow- 
Jedge no juperiority though commanded 
and allowed in the Scriptures © -Bút our 
Brethren have alwaicstad one amongft 
them aschilefe and governour to whom 
they are obedient 5. they pitty. fuch; pere 
fons whom they finde cheated and often. 
poſſeſſed; laſtly, as it is im poſſible to fe- 
patate heat froim fire, ſo its as impoſſible 
to fepasate Vertue from this Society: 
they beftow their time in duty to God, in 
diligent: of fearch of the ſcripture, in cha - 
rity, im healing gratis, in experimenting 
the fecrets of Nature: they have the true 
Aftronomy, the true Phyſicks, Mathema- 
ticks, Medicine and Chymiftry by which 
they are able to produce rdre abd won- 
derful effects; they are very labour ious, 
frugall, temperatr, fecret, true; : laftly, 
make it their buſineſs to be profitable and 
beneficia] to all men, of whom when we 
have tpolcen the higheſt Commendations, 
we muft confeſs our infufficiency to reach 
their worth. 
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